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LETTER X. 

ON THE EARLY fN^TRUCTIOH OF 

CHILDREN IN THE BEAUTIES OF 

... .. f . . • 

NATURE ; ANb IN HUMILITY, 
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compassion", industry, &c^ 

My dear Friend^, 

^TTHE pleafing {ubjeft of my 

-* laft letter ' fo engrofles my 

imind, that I make tifc of my ffrft 

interval of eafc, iti fending ycHi 

r6t.II. B »few 



[ M 

"a ftw more thoughts on the topic 
ncareiJ: my hearty the w^are of 
your beloved children, 

I will purfue the fubje<5t of 
tiiear being «arly initiated vaxx> 
the dove of the beauties of na- 
tui«. When their tender minds 
are properlj imprefibd with the 
noil coaunoa and fanoiliar ob- 
lefts^ fuch as birds^ flowers^ in- 
iedSf &c. you ,2)/ degrees tnay 
lead them tp ^^fcomrfe of ^he 
itars^ the mooni the glorious 
4umintry irfie fun y you may ex- 
.citetbeir admiratkm by ^egree% 
in leadifig their dudtile miads 
thf ough th#fe beamiful trad^ of 
undouded ctlmr 4a which thofe 
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^otiders Aiii^e ; you may ppint 
^ut to ^eir iH^uifiiiw judgpients 
iotfit o£ rii^e ftOonifliixig pactt-* 
ciul^rs wli^ch (o eaikcndisr iiftinr 
^101 the cete£^al jiGoiids. Thefo 
fyjtge^s l^efaeyQiid ailiKhcrs cal« 
t;|Lilated «> ^eolaerge the foul, and 
W gili^is it dus molt: DoUe ideas 
x^ thfi great Creiaor df the nm^ 
veife, I once heard a boy of 
tf year S) whti though naturally 
of ^ good undeifiandiog, jvas io 
wfcviiAy uniofonned^ as not j^ 
1^9V th$t the fiin wasxke taufit 
<^ Ugjbt^ with other proofs of 
ignojrance as Umentable. Purely- 
ill nature diere could not be 4a 
^ansholy a fight. Ti^ia «ia« 

B4 happy 
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happy child had parents ex- 
tremely capable of informing his 
mind, but were too much taken 
up with the pleafures of the world 
to attend to the minds of their 
children. Unnatural parents ! one 
would have imagined the rhother 
would have indulged herfelf in 
the tender inftinft of nature ; and 
that thie father would have re- 
fpeCled (even through fel/Aqyt) 
thofe appearances of underftand^- 
i9g in his own child for which he 
was himfelf very greatly-efteemed» 
How much more* truly noble andt 
amiable would it have been, to 
haye feen the above mother, in- 
fiead of glittering in the utoioft 

fplcndor 
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-fpleridbr of drefs at a public aflcirf- 
bly, leading her children often into 
'Z flower-garden,where, feating her- 
felf between her lovely little ones, 
on the banks of the gay parterre, 
Ihe might have made the beautiful 
fcene before her the fubjeft of her 
difcourfe in the following words : 
See, my children, the en- 
chanting profpeft, which th's 
great Deity who made you, arid 
all things, prefents to your 
view; though he cfcapes our 
eyes, he is vi/ible in his works ; 
they oblige us to know and 
** love him. Mark thefe fweet 
** flowers : — the lively tints of 
*' that gay carnation, the delicate 

B 3 '' hue 
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^ hw 6f that fai^ Hlj^, with thfr 
•• bloom of ybiidcr bpciiing rofe, 
•* I fct attra£i: yowr admiratioh ;. 
^ but alas } they live only fot a 
" day i in the ei^enit^ they will 
•* be withered and trotidta imdfe^ 
•^ foot : it Js the ^)»r iviih U3. 
: *^ Yott taftc God*s beneficence 
•* in the niching peach j you 
" fitJell his fwefetnefs in the fri- 
** grant honcyfocfcle; you hear 
*• his hamndky in the nightin- 
*^ gale's fong. Bthold this glorr- 
*' 0115 fun, fiiitiing m its mcridiah 
** fplcnddrj the hand which rtiadfe 
*^ that gloribu^ luminaty, madb 
" alfb the fnnalleft infrff that 
•^ flutters in the wr w creeps oti 

•« thft 
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^ the ground : that God, who i* 
^^ furrounded with innumerable 
'^ hofts of angels, diidained not 
^ to rear the bumbie Tiolet from 
^ 1(8 bed, or to plane the daiff 
^ in yonder Jowly valky. Mark 
^ that rapid river; there, my 
*^ children^ iiuiiimerahle fifties 
** [day ;: there lurka tbe fpotted 
^ troot — the fluaing ed : whrlft 
*^ Oft the fiowerjr banks arc 
*^ ftmtched the lowing iierdsr. 
•* Obferve, my cfcildren, th» 
*^ winding brooks than waters by 
•* its fiJvcr ftream yonder fiatile. 
*^ aneadows ~« embiem of your 
^ Mdker'4bounty,.Lifl:c&tio.tiiieie' 
^ Iktk bifdsj wbicb make the 

B 4 ** air 
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'f air refound with their fwcct 
notes J they celebrate Him who 
gives them melody, and who 
provides them daily food : the 
** wood-lark tunes her early note 
*^ in praife to Him j— the folitary 
** rcd-breaft pours forth its art-' 
*' lefs fong at the laft parting 
** gleam of day, in notes of gra- 
titude :— So every day ihould 
your firft regards and thanks 
be paid to that bountiful hand' 
which protefts you -from the' 
daily dangers to which you are' 
expofed. May the riling fun' 
** be witnefs to your early adora-' 
^ tions of its Maker ! — and may* 
the doling ihades of evening^' 

* furprifc 
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'•'''fiirprife you at. the fame glo- 
^^ rious office ! 

; ** Thinks my dear, children, 
*' what muft be ^the amazing 
" power of that God, -when yoa 
^* behold the azure canopy em- • 
** brokiered with ftars, and fret- 
*^*ted ^as it 'Wcre with gold> 
".ftretched to an extent of many 
**. millions of leagues, and not 
^ -disfigured witbonelingle flaw ! 
^^ — ^How aftoniftiing - muft be 
"the cxpanfe^ which leaves room 
^ for ithefe mighty globes! — 
** for each is a world of wonder- 
^' ful magnitude. None prefs 
'•* upon each other — none mif- 
^.take their .way— ras they pafe' 

'".through 
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'^ CbroiigK thofe boundlefi tud^ 
" unclouded trafti of cther.1— * 
^ You wiU perhaps aft^, Where 
*' ire the pillarfr which ilipporr 
^ this ftately arch I and ktw is 
^ chat imnmeafurable concave up~ 
^ held yn&aben t^^ How> yJot> 
7 will a&» are fo maoy thou^* 
^^ fands of vaft orb» aa the ilftm 
*^ fijftained from faUiag on our 
^ heads ? Methinkt I beat yon 
" alfc, * Do they not reft on rocksi 
*^ of ftdamafitE on the moun«» 
•* tains which reach the flctcl ?" 
*^ No^ they are pendulous in^ 
*^ fluid ethers and^whac is ftili 
^ mofe extraordinarjr> millions* 
^ ai ftars beygod ovr fight ftili 

« blaze 



« BISsBfe ffbfh remoter Wis. Yote 
" aftt. Of what fftaterials wert 
** thelb tnighty orbs compdfed ? 
" — What iftftnrtnefltS Wfcffe 
♦* ttiadt are of by the foprtme 
" Alt:hitfe6l, to ftfiiion tht paf fs 
*^ With foth eJcquifrte nfcttjr, dhd 
« tft g*i^ fo beautiful a polidi f6 
** the ^h6*e ?-^HoW was it, yo\» 
^* mk, cbhntEtid itato ib noble a 
«* ftftiQliiHi ?^**-A bsufe Wordie- 
•* efnrt^Kftiid ali-^Let therti Bi, 
»• fyd G6d;-^By hh teW^ ftJ-one 
«* were thft heavtiis i¥iade> Und 
•* all the hdfts of them by thfe 
*» breAthbfhis>ito*/ir 

A ifbnfcrikkibn of this kind* 
Udd^efibd ritott tt) the jf^y^ thah 

the 
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'Xh^'judgment of a itn?ib\t enquire 
ing child, could not fail of en- 
larging its ideas, and ennobling 
its conceptions of the Almighty 
j)ower, wifdom, beauty, and good- 
nefs of the Firft Great Caufe of 
/all things. Children, at the early 
age I have been fo warmly re- 
commending as the proper feafon 
;for inftruftion, have, in general, 
^great curic^tyi they are naturally 
fond of beauty and novelty :-*- 
*' All nature is, as it were, .pref-- 
*^\Mg on their hearts," .All is 
new— rail isfullof delight— every 
objeft to I hem is gilded with 
pleafure — their eye is never fa- 
.tieted with beholding : — their 

unbounded 
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tmbounded joy at every incident 
which has novelty to recom- 
mend it — as well as 

** Tht ttar forgot as/oon asfied^^ 

is a convincing proof that thefe. 
little ftrangers feem. as it were, 
by inSuition to know that the ai1- 
tinnate end of their being is bap^ 
pinefis The (jjueftions oi children 
are in general wonderfully fer^ 
tinenf, rnuch to the purpofe, and^ 
often aftoniftiing: What unna- 
tural' cruelty is rt then, for pa- 
rents not to watch this dawn or 
opening reafon! 

* i 

^' When by degrees the human bloHom 
** blows ;" 

und 
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^ to give them jthe gr^deft 
idfip «f the cvi^rjafliiig QpcJ, 
from his work^^ wbj^^ are fp )4-* 
vilhly poured out 0:9 the yijfiqle 
face ©f nature 5 tliey pour, in- 
deed, their evidence from every 
:quarter 5 they prcfent themfelves 
-every moment to our view, with 
amazing manifeftations of the 
tranfcendent excellencies of their 
MflJcer : for, that 

'" That is a Gqi, all«^ifr» criis akndT^ 

Tbpy i^vit;c wp, ^fppciaPyj in th? 
'i^dgni^epnt fylU^ of the uoi- 
verfe, to contemplf tp^onfun^nciatc 
n¥if(jop[i, andfxqcution.ininnit?^ 
perfcft — power to tw^iicji no* 

5 ^^^% 
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t1)if)g is impofliblej and good<^ 
^efs which cauieBdedii to all, and 
^ndurcifh fat ever. 

Afoore all things k behovei 
^is to heai:, ^th ^unwearied zfi* 
tention, their miineeous ^qucfii 
ttona^^to -explain their doiifotSii««« 
rto «nbi^ ^iieir ideasin- and tm 
turn their very amyieaieMs intti 
matter of improweaient.s tbat^ 
^flfl: their little tn% h^xvis ^$» 
>cvopping the tran&eat fbeautica 
of a Saivei^ the attentive nun4 
^mxy be ^enriching itfieilf wjish ibnit 
jfolid good« Thpfe lovdy floom- 
jtors liboiand not iefs in fi^eetneft 
than intraoral ^nAniftion. 

r 

• ^sxMdienafe^ifttFeindy^b^ 
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}c& to fear, which is ftilj em 
creafed by the foolifh ffdries o£ 
fervants, it were well to. im* 
prefer their tender minds -With 
foch a fenfc p( trufi and confix 
ienet in- thQ ever-prefenl Deity, as 
may be of the utmoft importance 
in their foturc life ; — ftiew them 
tiiac nothing can be fo near to 
terrify , them, as God is to guards 
Ajpport, and protedt thein ; and 
that their Almighty Helper is at 
iandi that if .dangers threaten^ 
their impregnable defence is near; 
—Children in general are fear-» 
ful of being left alone ;•»— to 
reflify this grievance,, the naoft 
early care ihould be taken:, to 

affure 
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aflurc them, that God is cvw 
prcfent, even in the folemn mid*- 
night hour of darknefs, as in the 
chcarful noon-day's fun. — Above 
all things, cultivate this fenfe of 
living under the immediate eye 
6f the Almighty; make it ha- 
bitual: this will not only 
ftrengthen and fortify their mindsr 
ftom being imprcffed with un- 
necefliry fears on the moft tri- 
vial occafions, but wiH give them 
that determined fpirit; and refo- 
liition which will be a perpetual 
fource of comfort and advantage 
to them during the remainder of 
their lives. 

* A child thus imbibing this 
V^i^II. C idea 
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idcA ofthe pr^fenc^of the iii- 
mighty, may l?e eafily twgbt 
how cautious he fliould be of hi$. 
words and adlions*-^ Methiqks i 
hear it aflcedj with furprife, 
" What crime can a child of 
" fiv€ years old commit?"-^ 
I anfwer, Many — cruelty, lies, 
Qbftinacy, &c. are the common 
faults of that early age ; we then 
often fee a kind offtubborn tem- 
per (hewing itfelf very plainly^ 
which frequently gives the con- 
fiderate parent the mod bitter 
angui(h for the fatal confequences 
of n temper, which in future life 
may be produdtive of the greateft 
evils. It is often extremely dif- 
ficile 
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iScult to eradicate this ftuhiom 
xli^fition ; — * but nothing is 
io likely to ht effefhiai^ as t 
ilrong afiurance to the child, 
that he is atSting under the im^' 
mediate eye of the Almighty 
God :— Let him know that he is 
to fear that God, and be taught 
to know m ether fear. 

A child of the above early 
age may be taught pity for 
every fufFering objeft in diftrels. 
We Ihould endeavour to teach 
them what Shakefpear calls 

** The *oiry vktoc of companion/* 

The moll lovely fight I ever 
tcheld, was a little prating girl 

C 2 of 
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of live years old, who had entcp* 
cd ;into cKfcourfe with a poor 
beggar girl of the feme age, for 
whom fhe had pulled off her 
(hoes and cap, and was weeping 
bccaufe her mother would not 
Jet her give away her ftockings 
.likewife. 

It has been faid, that all the 
ibcial affections are founded on 
fclf-love : but can it be poffibk 
a child of the above tender age 
icould be capable of refleftion ? 
In that cafe, flic muft have ima-- 
gifted her/elf in themiferable fitua- 
tion of the poor child fhe wifhed 
to relieve, which I cannot fuppofe 
: Ihe bad reSeftion to do. — Self'-^ 

fatisfaiiion 
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{atisfaQion is certainly the confe^ 
quence of benevolence^ and of thofc 
adlions by which it is ihewn ; 
but I think it is not always the 
motive to our goad aSiions or good 
wijhes. 

Children cannot be too early 
inftrufted in humility, and in 
their love to the poor ; in order to 
^hich, it is neceflary to convince 
them of the dependant ftatc of 
.mankind on each other ; that we 
are obliged to the lowed " and 
meaneft of the community in ge- 
neral for every neceflary of life, 
A converfation of the following 
kind would have its ufe: — " Ob- 
'^ ferve, my children, thofe poor 

C 3 " peafants 
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** peafents toiling in the fultrjr 
** field, overcome with heat and 
*' fatigue J it is for you they are 
^ laborioufty reaping that graih 
" which is the fupport of life : 
*' it was for you they firft ma- 
** mired the foil, then fowed the 
** feed; for you they fufFer the 
** extremes of thirft and hunger. 
*' How can we fafficiently reward 
" them ? Let us fee what can be 
" done for the poor hclplefs chil^ 
dren of fuch p^arcnts. To thefe 
ufcful pcafents too we arc 
obliged for the fuel, which in 
winter prepares the fires to 
^ warm us : fee, my children, 
the patient woodman endur- 

." ing 
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fng thcinclemcnt winteryflcies; 
he rilques his KnFibs m frfl the 
ft u rd y oak, or trices his weary 
^* way to the thick- tangled copfe 
or dangerous brake, where 
larks the fpottcd fnake or poi- 
^* fottous adder, to procure us 
" wood for fdel. Again, for us 
he boldly explores the coal- 
pit's fccret mine, advcrrturouS 
taik ! though death too oft 
" attends the arduorufs toiL Ah! 
** my childretr, iifhiiBt we are fo^ 
lacing in warm apartments, 
cheered by the ruddy fire or 
*^ bteing flamr, kt us think 
" how to procure covering for 
** the fhivcping limbs of thofe 
i C 4 " poor 
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^^ poor wretches ; let us be 'mind- 
•* ful, whilft we repofe careleft 
" at our eafc, of the unremitting 
** toil of the ufeful, the induftri- 
*' ous poor i — let us endeavour to 
" reward their labours. It is the 
■*' poor, my . little ones, nol the 
'* richj who are entitled to our 
" conCderation." A plain dif- 
courfe of this kind, immediately 
direded to the young fufceptible 
heart, .would, I am convinced, 
not only imprint a deep compaf- 
fion, but would alfo injtil an 
afFeftionate benevolence, an early 
love for that unfortunate part of 
the community, to whom in fa£t 
(however they are paid for their 

labour) 
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labour) we owemuck Ghildren 

Ihould be accuftomed early to be 
eanful and provident y -of what, 
from the luxury of. the prefcnt 
age, is now deemed necejfary to 
ibe conveyed from even the far- 
theft corners of the globe. Ama- 
zing ! that the burning- line muft 
.twice becrofled, before a modern 
tea-table can be furnifhed ! — with 
many other articles too tedious 
to enumerate. A leffon of fru- 

• 

gality may however from hence 
Jbe conveyed to our little ones : 
.as the following, " We muft be 
" careful, my children, of this 
*^ precious ftore : for this the 
f\ poor failor left hisnative land^ 

" and 
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^ and braved pcritaps the horwfs^ 
^^ of fliipwreck. Alas \ 1 fhtirf- 
^ der btit to think of the ftjf- 
** ferings of thofc miferable 
*' wretches J*^what flxrrms, what 
•* tempefts have they weathered! 
^ let us be carefur! how we larifh 
•* a treafurc gamed by fach dif- 
** ficuhies!" You may too by 
this fubjeft give the Kttle in*- 
quifitive minds an idea of com^ 
merce, tradt, and merchandize. 
I am inclined to think (nay I 
know it from experience) that 
many children of the rhrh in ge*- 
iicral arefo far from being taught 
to ejlem the p$cr (thofe mtjft in- 
chiftrious, n ccc fi kr y part of the 

community^ 
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emmtwttity) that they are evert 
n^^e to look otk them as a di(^ 
fbrent /Uin i ^ /i^^ ^iies. 

Certain it h^ that the duty of 
charity might be imf^reffed Oil 
the nomds of children at a verjr 
early age ; a girl of fix years old 
might, inftead of alivays drefllng 
her doHs and babies> be tarught tc^ 
kmt dockings for the poor chil^ 
dren in the neighbouriiood, or 
for the aged and il)>finn : thst a 
chiM of that age is Hof capakk of 
performing foeh a ta(k^ is a vevy 
^r^^ n^iftake ; a& great as it 
DOT faJfely imagimng they cannot 
be made of nj/ir until they are ar- 
rived 9t the age of ten or twelre 

years. 
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years. We arc extremely de- 
ceived in this particular — in ima- 
gining all thofe years are to be 
devoted only to play and amufe- 
ment, becaufe a child is not ca- 
fAhle of being made o( ufe. W« 
fliould fee our miftake were we 
to vifit (to go no farther) fome 
of our largeft and mofl: populous 
towns in England, where the 
great linen and other manufaflo- 
ries are carried on j there w« 
ihould fee amazing numbers of 
children, from the age of five to 
eight, with the utmoft attention 
applying theq^ifelves to the cu- 
rious art of /pinning in all its 
branches ; their little talks per- 
formed 
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£3mTed with the greatefl; care an^ 
.cxaftncfsr, and; each ,vying witji 
the others (to expeL I only mcn^ 
tion this undoubted faS, to 
Ihcw that it is very poffible (as 
it is done every day), to make a 
child of that age . of great ufe^ 
Children^ we n>ay always obfcry^ 
like to be thought of confeqim^ce^ 
and are never fo happy, as whei;! 
employed in any occupatio^n 
which feems to place them abov^ 
the rank of diildren-: in fa£k| 
. they have more reflection, me- 
mory, and dexterity, than wc 
imagine they have;— -and I hav€ 
often feea boys of fix or eight 
years old^ tired heartily of the 

duU 
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ihill infipldity and chMfli Iports 
%^Jth which they have been fur- 
rounded; but on the moment 
they have been called forth to 
fome little employment for a few 
ifninutes, 'which favtmrtd of iuji*' 
mefsy how has their eye fparkling 
with pleafiire, and their cheek 
tfulhed with joy, teftified their 
^*treme delist in being made of 
^wi/fjaf w^ /— The poor in gene- 
ril, from neceffity, arc t)Wiged 
to make their children very early 
"ferviceable. On entering once a 
fmall farm-houfe, I faw a groups 
of little girls all prBfitahly em- 
ployed : the eldcft, eight years 
old, whilft her Another was gone 

into 
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into the harvcft-ficld, was rock- 
ing (with a f^cc of the greatest 
care and tex^rnefs) a little in- 
fant, her brother, to fleiep in a 
cradle i the fcooqd was feeding 
and nurfing a lamt) which had 
been hurt j the two yoy ngeft were 
very hard at wqrk knittipg their 
father's ftockrngs. I would not 
here be underftood, that I ap- 
prove of girls being old womei^i 
<)v boys old mem I woqld only 
endeavour to prove (frpm f<iflA) 
that children might be made v^ry 
ufeful members of the communi- 
ty, without fpending the eight 
or ten flrft ye^s of their lives 
in the moil idle dlflipationi 
jjr which 



I 
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wHicK may lead them tocontraflf* 
fuch bad habits, that are never 
eradicated during the remainder 
of their days. 
Neither is the method of em*- 

r 

ploying children ih fome little 

• I* 

woric of utility, at all preventivc- 
of the plays and fports of that 
age. The above induftrious ft- 
mily of little girls, I have men:- 

tioned, I faw two hours after** 

• 

wards rompilig with feveral o- 
thers in an adjoining meadow, in' 
the higheft fpirits imaginable ; 
which play they would not pro- 
bably Have enjoyed with fo much 
glee, had they been idling about 
the whole day. 

If 
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If a little girl of fafliion be 
early initiated in the principles 
of benevolence, by being taught 
fome neceffary needlework for 
the ufe of the poor 5 a boy of 
that rank might have a fmall 
piece of garden-ground allotted 
him, with the neeeflary imple- 
ments of hufbandry, with which 
he might amufe himfelf fome 
hours every day : the produce of 
his little garden he (hould give 
to the poor: he would likewife 
draw health tfom the cultyre of 
it J and, above all things, have a 
conftant opportunity of feeing dif- 
played the aftonifhing wonders of 
nature, in the formation and nou- 
VoL. II. D rilhment 
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rifliment of herbs, plants, roots. 
Sec. : this would be a conftant 
fubjeftforfpeculation; and, as the 
young mind expanded, it wouid 
be every day ftill more delighted 
with that incxhauftible fund of 

« 

natural beauties, which the boun- 
tiful hand. of the Almighty has 
fo laviftily poured over the face 
of the globe. 

Above all things, humility is 
one of the firft principles which 
Ihould be moft* afliduoufly cul* 
tivated. Whether it be ih^x pride 
is inherent to tlie very nature of 
man, I will not pretend to de- 
termine ; but (Tertain it is, that 
a child very early difcov^rs ftrong 

fympfioms 
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iymptoms of tfiis vidtfi Tfr6' 
utmoftr care fhould be taken to 
guard ag^inft it, and it fhould 
be conftantly made the fubjcft 
of the greateft abfurdity arid ri- 
dicule, that the mind of a child 
can be capable of feeling ; it 
cannot be mentioned to them 
with abhotren(ie enough. Indeed 
were we ferioufly to confider, 
we fhould foon find, that if v/e 
expeft temporal felicity, the firfl 
ftep fhould be to confider what 
it is which prevents and excludifs 
it; we fhould then foon perceive, 
that the parent from which all 
our miferies proceed (ficknefs, 
pain, and poverty out of the 

D 2 qucftion) 
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queftion) is pride. Whoever 
ftriftly examines their own heart, 
and their catalogue of vices, will 
foon fee that pride is the fource 
of envy, hatred, malice, anger, 
tyranny, implacability, revenge, 
cruelty, impatience, obftinacy, 
ingratitude, felf-love, averfion, 
treachery, profufion ; not to men- 
tion a hundred lefler evils, as 
petulance, impertinence, affecta- 
tion. But I fhould never have 
done, were I to trace the number- 
lefs crimes and abfurdiiies which 
a curious obferver will be con- 
vinced arifes from the deteftablc 
vice of pride : and yet how la- 
mentable is it to fee this (hocking 

vice 
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vice taught a child as foon as it 
is able to fpeak or ftand ! Girls, 
particularly, are very early ini- 
tiated into this banc of felicity, 
A little girl is conftantly told, 
" fhe is the greateft beauty in 
" the world j and that fhe muft 
" not fpeak to poor children, or 
" beggars; and that fhe (hall ride 
*' in her coach and fix;" &c. &c. 
This difcourfe naturally makes 
her think fhe is of vaft confe- 
quence ; — and, as Pope fays, 

*' On infant- cheeks unbidden blufhes 

** glow, 
** And little hearts foon flutter''—- 

I will not add in this fenfe 

* *' at a beau ;" 

D 3 but 
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but at the idea o( pomp and gran- 
deur : it feems to be the firft 
idea, which takes the ftrpngeft 
pofleflion of the human nnind. 

To obviate this evil, children 
cannot be too often, or too much 
inftrudted, in the dodrine of their 
utter in/ignificancy and nothing- 
mJs. — I db not mean that their 
being children makes them proud ; 
but that our prefent rank of being 
in the general chain^ fubjeft as 
we are to mifery, neceffity, and 
dcpendance, ought to preclude 
every fentiment ef pride : — we 
may juftly fay, that *^ Pride was 
not made for man'' It is the 
moft unhappy propenfity a child 

can 
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can have^ as it caufes them to 
overlook their defefts, and con- 
fequently puffs them up, fo as to 
hinder making farther improve- 
ments; and it pofieifes them 
with an opinion that they defiroe 
more than they have, and there- 
by renders them diffatisfied with 
their enjoyments; for it is moil 
certain, that by fo much as we 
overvalue ourfelves, by fo much 
we undervalue what we enjoy 5 
becaufe, while we compare what 
weaj oy, with the fond opinion 
that we have of ourfelves, we 
always find it fbort of our deferts, 
and fo can never be fatisfied with 

if- 

D 4 Every 
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Every ftep, every method, 
ihould be purfued to endeavour 
to convince a child of its depen- 
dancCy and of its unimportance, — 
There is a kind of feeming inat- 
iention very proper on this occa- 
fion, which we may often ufe with 
great fuccefs. When a child 
imagines, through a fenfe of its 
importance^ that by dint of crying 
it can gain its point, the moft 
perfedt difregard to their fcheme is 
then of great fervice \ — it is beft 
on thefe occafions to leave them 
entirely to themfelves, till their 
fit of obftinacy is over. 

Roufleau, in his account of 
the excellent management of the 

children 
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children of his favourite EloiftHy 
fays, that on St. Prieux expret 
fing his aftonifliment to her, to 
fee fo much humility and obe- 
dience in her little boys of four 
and five years old, he enquires 
by- what means it could have 
been accompliflied ; and that he 
fuppofes infinite pains muft have 
been taken in bringing children 
to fuch a defirable obedient difpo- 
fition. Eloifa affures him it is 
the mere efFeft o( inattention only; 
and that not the leaft regard to 
their crying (except for pain) 
was ever (hewn them : by this 
means they were taught never to 
tontendi but to fubmit quietly at 

once 
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once. They learned humility ^ from 
obferving they were not of con- 
fequence enough to have their 
idle paffions Querying liftencd to; 
and abediencSy becaufe they found 
there was no contending with the 
invariable rules they were govern- 
ed by, which were always deci-- 

five and unalterable. 

Children are fo cunning', that 

-from watching the looks of thofe 
about them (in which they com- 
monly fee an anxious care for 
their welfare) they very foon 
find their own confequencc; it 
were well then, if poffible, to 
conceal our over-folicitude from 
thcfc little curious obfervers. 

This 
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This was the cafe of Eloifa in 
regard to her children, who, tho^ 
in reality the moft tender and 
anxious of mothers, appeared the 
moft inattentive; but it was in 
(Appearance only, as flie hid under 
that innocent difguife the moft 
.watchful vigilance and aoxious 
care, in obferving their every 
minutcft action ; hy which fhe 
formed her ideas of their feveral 
difpofitions. An accurate judg- 
ment cannot be farmed of the 
wayward heart of achild> without 
the nwft watchful and unremit- 
ting attention. 

As from cuftom the boys will 
foon be removed froip under your 

careful 
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careful eyes to public fchools, I 
have not the prefumption to /»- 
termeddle, by faying a fingle fyl- 
lable relative to their future plan 
of education ; but you will per- 
mit nne, I hope, to throw toge- 
ther a few remarks, with an 
humble but earneft wifti that 
they may poflibly be of fome 
little ufc to the other part of 
your increafing families ; to your 
dear little girls, whom, alas ! I 
have fo fondly and fo vainly 
wiftied to live to inftruft — and 
to cherifh thofe virtues which fo 
leminently adorn their excellent 
mothers ; and who, though them- 
fclvcs arc fo capable 

** To 
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*' To teach the young idea how to (hoot, 
•* To pour the frefh inftru6iion o'er the 

** mindj 
" To plant the gen'rous purpofe in the 

" glowing breaft,'^ 

will yet, with their ufual conde- 
fcenfion, I trull, accept this fee- 
ble but very fincere effort of 
gratitude and affeftion. 

Adieu ! — I muft lay down my 
weary pen for the prefent. 
You know I am faithfully 

Yours, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER XL 

OK INSTILLFNO EARLY IDtAS OF 
RELIGION IM THE MINDS 6t 
CHILDREN — ON READING— -OW 
THE USE OP MONEY TO CHIL- 
DREN. 

PRESUMING on your kind 
indulgence, in pcrmhting mc 
to foften the hours of a painful 
retirement by the pleafing re- 
flexion, that the following re- 
marks or hints (for my weak 
ftate will not permit me to at- 
6 tempt 
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teftipt a Jyjlem of morals^ or a? 
^A?;; of conduct) may be of fomc 
future fcrvice to your little girls, 
I take up my pen. A late very 
ingenious author obferves, " that 
" the minds of girls are more 
aptly prepared for the recep- 
tion of ferious impreffions in 
" their early age than thofe of 
*^ the other fcx ; and that their 
^^ lefs-expofed fituation», in more 
** advanced life, qualify them 
" better for the prefervatiort of 
*^ them." Their hearts indeed 
are more fiexiMt^ and as^ fuch arc 
certainly more liable to any im- 
preffion the forming hand may 
itamp on them ; not to mention 

that 
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that they do not (\^hich it ought 
ever to be lamented boys do) re- 
ceive at once the precepts of 
Chriftianity with the abfurd fa- 
bles of fngan philofophy. " No- 
thing has fo much contributed 
ta?icorrupt the true fpirit of the 
" Chriftian inftitution, as that 
*' partiality which we contraft, 
" in our earlieft education, for 
the manners of pagan antiqui- 
ty," fays the excellent author 
of the Internal Evidence of the 
Chriftian Religion. Nothing, I 
believe, can be more true than 
the above aflertion. Boys fome^ 
times read our bleffed Saviour's 
precepts, occafionally i whilft they 
. - are 



CC 
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are perpetually obliged to ftui^i 
4nd to get by hearty a deal of im- 
probable ftufF, which never didy 
Aor ever can exift, of gods and 
goddefles, &c. which muft greatly 
Confufe the ideas of a young 
boy's religion, by being mixed 
with fijch very oppqfite matter. 
But girls, who have not this mif- 
fortune to encounter (for fo it 
certainly is in their firft educa- 
tionj may confequently have a 
much clearer notion of their re* 
iigious dutie«. Neither can it be- 
a difficult matter to imprint on 
<their tender minds the plain ad- 
mirable precepts of our bleffed 
Saviour: thefe fhould be made 
Vol. Ik E . the 
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%hc governing principle^ which is 
to influence their conduA^ and to 
direct their every aftion. 

Let us carefully confiderj thaC 
hy laying this religious founda-*^ 
iion, we arc preparing the little 
candidates for eternity s and like- 
yiKc arming them with a pious 
fortitude to fuftain many future 
trying fcenes of calamity ; which> 
however fuccefsful they may be 
in this world of viciflltudesi will 
ftill naturally fall to their lot* 
Wc cznnot fQrefee any of thefe^ 
fituations, yet we muft endea- 
vour to provide againft them alU 
with an humble dependance on 
the afliftance of God. Let us 
2 endeavour 
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enijeavour to imprint on their 
4y<%ile minds patience to endure 
-(-^refignation to fubmit— <:om* 
p^flion for fuffcring merit 5-— 
m fhortj.all that can raiji and 
innobk. the. hearty . or lit . it for. 
trials 
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fated to prepare.^ 

How pregnant with i^efleftion iis 
this fubjca: 1 

Next to religious influences^. 
you will, J doubt not, endeavour 
to infpirc them with a very early, 
ttfte for reading ^nd ftudying the 
beft authors. The advantages 
which their underftandings will 
receive from polite literature arc 

E 2^ too. 
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t6o many to enumerate ; certairt 
it isj that.thofe vrho habituate 
thcmfelves to early reading, and 
continue to cultivate letters, have 
very feldom a paflion for diffipa- 
ted pleafures, : or idle vifiting; 
it as certainly caufes a relifh for 
domeftic life,, in which province 
a woman beft Jhines : reading 
preferves the young mind from 
an inordinate love of drefs, cards, 
and public amufements ; and I 
believe, in point of oeconomy, it 
may be acquired at a very fmall 
cxpence, in comparifon with any 
other accomplifhment now in 
vogue. You are convinced I 
mean to explode all books (no*. 



vels 
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vds cfpecially' of a pernicious^ 

jdle^ and frivolous kind: it is 
perhaps from the redundancy of 
them that the prefent habit of 
difllpation (the reigning pafllon 
of thefc times), is fo much in- 
creafed. As. ta the cJboice of 
books for our girls, your own ju*- 
dicious, tafte will direft you. I 
jneed only hint, that if they dif- 
.cover a tafte for natural hiftory, 
nothing will tend more tc> opea 
•and enlai^e their minds, than the 
equally beautiful and aftonifjiing 
works of nature ; on which fubf 
je6t we have many excellent au^ 
thors. Plain praftical books of 
dcLVOtion will be very neceflary, 

E 7 and^ 



ahdi on this head^ enthufiaftic 
nntSj or perptisxing contrcnrer^ 
lied, are to be avoided : thelat* 
ter raiji i^ubfSy but never ^ot- 
mnci i they perplex, but never 
yield faiisfaHion. You will cfi- 
re£fc their tafte to the fublinrie 
poetry of Mikcn^ and others of 
the higheft fCkfs ; among which 
you willnumber that great mas- 
ter of the human heart Shake- 
ipeare. 

The admirable Spe&ators and 
Guardians are very necdflary, as 
they abound with good fenfe, 
and convey as much amufement 
as inftrudion. Of this clafs too 
jare the excellent Rambler, the 

Adventurer, 
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Adverittirer, Comioifihi?/ iti6 th« 
World ; dll tlhich treat the foU 
* ties Md fcypperteii of the pfttkht 
tky very properly, and ctonot 
fail of giving the yctutig mind 
•^ho reads them cartfully jnfi 
opinions of life. 

Btit no ftudy will tend ib 
much to open the mind as Inf- 
tory-, there they may rciad the 
heart of man, without the aflift* 
ance of philofophical lectures. 
In hiftory> even the words of mcft 
afcertaift their chara^ers; we 
fee at 0Rce> when compared 
with their aftions, what they re- 
ally 2U'e, and what they would 
appear to be* 

E 4 it 
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' ' It has bcen.ofren urged, th^ 
the veracity: of hittory. is of 
much lefs confequence than the 
truth of manners and charaftersi 
they tell us, if the human- heart 
is faithfully delineated, it is no 
great matter if the faffs are 
irue or ndit* Certainly we are 
not concerned in what happened 
three thoufend years ago ; 1 mean 
as to the triumphs,, battles, or 
follies of that day. k were to 
be wiftied that hiftorians would 
abound lefs in their portrait^ 
painting > that they would fhew 
lefs wit but more fenfe in their 
refleftions/; A plain narrative of 
facts is all we want. Let us 



t 57 J 
;pidge for ourfelves, and* not be 
guided by the author's opinioHh 
Wc fhould certainly be acquaint- 
ed with fa£is^ rather than with 
tnaximsy iahiftory, " I like" (fays 
Montaigne ironically) *' thofe 
" hiftorians who giv« us the 
" hiftory of counfeb rather than 
" events '^ who (hew us rather 
^^ what paffcs wishin than w//i&- 
** out'* On which head he par- 
ticularly recommends. Plutarch. 

When children are capable of 
diftinguifhing the different kinds 
of Englifh money, it ia certainly 
highly neceflary that they Ihould 
beentrufted with fmall fums ; and 
by their u[(i of. them,, you might 

eafily. 
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^Rly difewcf th€ bent €^ theii 
iMWn^ion^. I am rncliiiied t^ 
Relieve great ufe might be made 
<jf this method 5 and it th^y wert 
X6 keq> a regular account df 
ivhat they expend, it would be a 
fw^ans of accuftorhing them to 
-ijeconomy. I would on no ac^ 
"Count cultivate a covetous dlfpo- 
iition> or a lw€ of mofiey ; but 
this I muft fay, that our chiMren 
Jhould in gemtsA be iraimd t6 
have ^juft notion of moneys forj 
notwithftanding all our fine feth- 
timenial ma^tims of defpifing .thin 
tieceflary ingredient of life, yetj 
AS things in this world are at 
Jprt&nt conftitutedj o&conon>y is 

a very 
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'-^rtvf material article, anSi cdn^ 
'fcquehtly (hould be early incul- . 
cated in our dhildren. Did we 
live in the golden age, when all 
the good things of this life were 
in common, or, like the wanden- 
ing Arabs, range as the free com- 
moners of nature, the cafe would 
be very different : but alasT we 
live in an age (the diftinguiflii^ng 
xharafter of which is iiffifathm) ifi 
^hich not ^cven *barety oeconomy 
is neceflary to be taught otar cliiT- 
drcn, but alfo/ragftf/Zi^r. HowfuH 
of reflcftion is this fubjc6t 1 when 
"wc fee fuch nun^ers of our tan- 
fortunate youth brought weekly 
Jlo a ^bameftil ^xit, for mmt$ 

which 
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which in all probability thc]p 

^ • 

would never have been driven 
to commit, had a Jiriif oecono.7 
my been very early mcukated. 
Not a public execution hap,- 
pens, but we are told extrava- 
gance was the fatal caufe of the 
ihocking cataftrophe. In what 
is called high lifcy we daily fee 
the efFeds of the want of this 
/leceflary branch of prudence; 
how often youths who have been 
kept ignorant of the ufe of mo:- 
ncy, or debarred from a modcL- 
rate indulgence of it, as foon-as 
they launch into life, run into 
the moft lavifti lengths extrava- 
^gance or folly caa invent! Their 

ignorance.: 
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^ignorance of oeconomy renders 
them the prey of every gambler 
or libertine ; who will foon ini- 
tiate them into every expenfivc 
diffipation, and foon bring them 
tx> lament perhaps the want of 
the common neceflaries of life. 
1 think Swift obferves, in his "pe- 
4:uliar manner, ^^ tliat zJhiUing is 
** a very ferious thing,** Un- 
doubtedly the want of one has 
often been attended with the 
moll melancholy confequences. 

But to return to my fchemc 
df making children their own 
purfe-bearer of fmall fums. — ^By 
this means you would fhew them 
you repofe in them fuch a con- 
fidence. 
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fidfrnce, as would bind them m^ 
point of honour to ufe it with;: 
difcretion ; and at the fame time^ . 
their fetting down their little 
expences.. (as foon as they are 
capable.- of. making figuresyt 
would give them a notion not. 
only of oeconomy^ but of arith- 
metic alfo. . They, fhould con- 
ftantly give up their accounts, , 
at ileaft every fortnight, with the- 
particular articles for which each i 
fum was expended. Many things . 
of the. utmoji confequence might 
he taught (wkhout appearing /^ . 
Uacb) ;hy thi^: method. . A mo- 
ther, by thefe means, might difr. 
cover the chicfi^»i.of the child's. 

inclina- 
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loclinatioa> and with gentlenef^. 

point out its errors i and if a: 
imall part has been appropriated: 
to a charitable ufe^ with what 
delight mud: the fond parent be- 
hold the firft dawnings of th^* 
nobleft of all virtuesMf the do-* 
nation has been beftowed even^ 
on an unworthy obje6t> great care 
muft be taken nof /^fupprefs^ this^ 
moft aniiable propenfity; but, 
lead them gently to the worthy^ 
poor, whom ficknefs^ or fome 
peculiar calamity, may have re- 
duced to merit their compafllon*.. 
A good a£lion ihould,! thinks be 
rewarded with fome little prefent, 
to ihew them that merit is en- 
titled 
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tided to a reward ; but ftill they 
ftiould be told, they have done 
nothing extraordinary ^ and no 
*nore than their duty. 
^ I am a very ftrenuous cnenny 
againft bribing a child (which is 
often done) to nnake them per* 
form well ; on the contrary, I 
think it mull be attended with 
the very worft confequences, 

I am well aware it i^ efteemed 
Very illiberal^ and unfinfimental, 
by many people, in the prefent 
days of diffipation, to bcftow a 
fingle thought on any thing fo 
Vulgar as osconomy j and I know 
many children who are taught to 
look on gold as mere •dirt', a»d a* 
! fuch 
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fiich. they lavifh it on the moft 
ridiculous follies ; they are not 
told, at the .moment their idlo 
txpence is incurred, that there 
are thoufands of their fellow- 
Creatures dying at that inftantt 
with hunger, thirft, j^nd cold ! 
Too melancholy and too frue is 
the reflexion ! — I have often 
heard a father, on a young boy 
returning, from fchool for his ho- 
lidays, even applaud him for 
throwing away his money^^ with, 
** So, my boy, what have ypu 
done with the laft guinea I 
fent you ? all gone for tarts 
and pies, I fuppofe ! Well ! 
« I like thee the better for not 
Vot. II. F " regard- 
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w regarding money ! Never oe 
^ fuch a fneaking rafcal ta fav^ 
•• money j —'tis dirt, child ! -^ 
•* mere dirtl-*Nat a foufc in thy 
** pocket, I fuppofel-^-^ha,. ha.. 
«c ha! — Well, I like thee th^ 
<* better for thy .gen€rous fpirit# 
^ —I was juft fuch another at. 
** thy age, — And now tell nu^ 
** how many orchards you have 
♦* robbed.'* And then follows a 
long firing of tricks, evafions^ 
fcc. in cheating his mafter ixi 
his oWn youthful days, and pil^ 
firing from hifi fchool-fcllows,,' 
becaufe he w^s not a mUk-fip-^ 
but a boy of fpirit. How is ir 
poffiblc a poor child ihould know 

what 
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what h or is net barely rightot 
ijorongy when his own parent en- 
courages hinn in extravagance? 
tod, fb far from giving him a 
tkaryfiain^ dtJiinU notion of vice 
and virtue (things of much more 
importance than all the Greek 
and Latin in the world) calls 
theft, fpirit^ and debauxbtry, ge- 
ntrofitj. Nor do the generality 
of mothers take more pains to 
fliew their girls what really is^ or 
is noty virtue. When little Mifs 
^returns from her fchooi for the 
iiolidays, her fodliflh mother is 
delighted to hear the wife trfe' the 
girl has made of her lali five gui- 
ifeas: " Ind^^, mtma^ 1 have 

Fa •• beea 
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V been a very good manager^ 
f^ .for J ,faw the fweetefl: capia 
**' the world at the French milT 

'^^ liner'Sj which 1 could not rcfift: 

• ' ■ . ■ ■ 

** buying; it was only a guineas 
** and indeed my chief reafon in 

V making the purchafe was, be- 
** caufe I was refolved to fpiu 
*' Mifs Richley ; who, without 
*' having half my fortune (for 
'*' flie is only a merchant's daOghr 
" ter) wears much finer things 
^^ than I do, whofe father .is a 
" baronet. lowed her a.^r«^^d, 
** and I was determined to tri- 
•*' vmph over her." — " O charm- 
•*' ing ! (interrupts the mother) 
/** what a noble fpirit! — ^And how 

"have 
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^*' have you difpofed of the rel¥ 
^ of your finances ?" — " Why,. 
^ I have been a little unfortunate 
at quadrille (for, unknown to 
our governefs, we have two or 
*• three parties in private) — I 
" have had horrid luck." — " My 
'• poor dear ! (fays the mother)' 
*' I know how to pity you."— 
*' You fee this enchanting nofe- 
^* gay (fays, the girl) of Italiati 
*^ flowers; only one poor half 
^^ guinea was the trifling pur- 
^' chafe ! — ^What a beautiful role 
" is this ! — ^People talk of na^ 
**• ^ure,. indeed ! — I am fure na- 
*^ lure never made pinks and 
^ carnations half fo pretty as 

1£ ^ ^' thefeii 
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<^ thefe !-*-Onc 6f our tcachdrf, 
^ ao^ dd caiiting woman, wanted 
^' me to fijbfcribe to a colleftiod 
'' for fome popr family in Hfirtfi^ 
*'* as flie. called it ; but, I thank 
^ her, I know betteif than td 
*^ fyuander my money away in 
^ what is, very likely, onfy en^ 
*.' ^wiri^ing fome impofior or \A\t 
*^' ^i&f^/ i befid<s, every parilh, as 
^^ I have hcarcj my papa fey, H 
^ obliged to take care of its 
*^ paor.*' — " I am delighted, my 
** dear girl (fays the mother) to 

hear you !— what judgment ! 

What may I not expeft from a 
•* child who at this early age 
^ difcovcrs fuch prudence ! — fb 

" much 
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" ftrnich fcai good iindefrftafld-i 
** fng?"6tlt yoiJ (haH.not gd 
•* lint-cwardcd for this; yoxi fball 
^ go this day with rtie to th6 
^' mcrcer*Si atid Vti raftfafck etery 
*^ (hop in town but yoii ftaH 
^* hatre a >&;it ri?^/ than Mi/s 
^' RicMey /"—Thus is a girl en- 
couragcd in evefy thing that i^ 
hafe, and trained up to envj^ 
pride, and every vice frhich cati 
conftitotc the worft h?art in the 
World, 

This wicked agt is continually 
exclaimed againffe j btit really, if 
one confiders that our children in 
general have no more difiinS, 
dedr notions of the biaiUy of vir- 

F 4 tue. 
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tue, the deformity of vice, or a 
future ftate, than a wild Hotten- 
tot in his cave, one might rather 
wonder that (if poflible) they 
Ihould not be worfe than they 
are. 

As to the particular article of 
ceconomy, I would by no means 
have a child make it the moft 
important bufinefs of their lives, 
fo as to look *Von gold as their 
/?^^^,"— and " on fine gold as 
their confidence*^ (in the words 
.of facred writ) i but \ would 
have our youth trained to know 
.that the want of this branch of 
prudence called ceconom/j muft 
inevitably produce poverty^ with 

every 
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every melancholy evil attending; 
it. 

• 

InexprefTible will be your de- 
lights in inftilling fentiments, by. 
leading as it were, without being 
perceived fa to do, to the praftice 
of virtue by riie moft gentle me-r 
thodSi rat;her than by downright, 
precept p This we may depend 
on, that before the principles we 
mean to teach can be of habitual, 
fervice,. the heart muji feel^ as. 
well as xht judgment be convinced I. 
and we may be very certain, that 
the minds . of children will air 
ways be more ftrongly imprefled 
jvith ideas which they are led tQ 
, farm of tbemf elves ^ than with thofe 

which. 
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which they receive at Itfaft paf^ 
Jively, if not reluliamly, from oH^ 
cfber. When tnJtiruSions ftota a 
pserent to a Ci^/ii/ are delitcrtd tt* 
ther as /w/wV^ th^n a leffuft, thtrf 
wrH not only make an irrtprcflfoil 
on the young fufceptible hearti 
but will be Hftcrtcd tor with tht 
warmth of friendfhip. I har« 
often thought it is aftonifhing, 
how little parents (fathers efpe- 
cially) arc acquainted with the 
hearts of their children i in gene-* 
fal, they know as little of theit- 
difpojition as of their geftius. Pf 
too great fenfihility be not verjr 
carefully watched in the grow^ 
Ing mind, it will tend to 'meak^ 

nefs 5 
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nefs 5 to prevent which> a proper 
fmmefs muft be inculcated, wklv* 
put blunting the fine feelings of 
fuc^b ienlibility. The warmth of 
t^naerity muft too be corKcftedi 
. without cxtinguilhing thofe ge* 
IM^Fous principles fronn which it 
^rifes i— the difficulty is> to pre- 
vent thofe difpofitions in. the ex^ 
irefney which are laudable in theii; 
degree. 

Your children, my amiafcle 
friends, will have advantages 
which are not common j they 
will fee in their excellent mothers 
the virtues they iaculeate, a- 
dorned with their native beauty 
and reward ; they will fee piety 
"3 recom* 
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wrcompenfed by peace of mnd\\ 
charity and benevolence ^ hy felf-fa--^ 
fHfaifion; and integrity of hearty 
by that fecret ftore of chearful- 
nefs, the blefling of a good con^ 
fcience. 

When the little girls can write 

well enough to be But I 

find myfelf unable at prefent to 
proceed on this moft important 
(and to me mod pleafing) fub* 
jeft. Faihtnefs' obliges me to. 
lay down my pen. Adieu ! 

I am (and yet how needlefs is. 
the ajfurance !) 

* 

Xour's moft affeAionatelyi. 
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t. E T T E R Xli, 

1 
THE USE OF WRITING EARLY RE- 
COMMENDED FOR children: 

WITH THOUGHTS ON VARIOUS 
DUTIES THEY SHOULD AC- 
QUIRE, AS CONTENTMENT, &C 

Hotmiillu 

XrOU fee, my beloved friends^ 
I take the firft hour my weak 
ftate will permit, of purfuing the 
iubjeft, at almoft the conclufion 
of my laft letter. I think I had 
.begun it by faying, that " when 

^"^ the 
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^ the little girls can write well 
" enough to be^* — (I now pro- 
eted) able to exprefs their 
thoughts on paper> it would be 
of infinite fervice to give them 
every day a theme , on which you 
are to defire their fentimmts in 
writing : for inftance> as on cha- 
rityjt fincerity, fortitude, or other 
noble virtues of the heart; this 
method would greatly conduce^ 
not only to form their tender 
blinds (as you would at once fee 
whire to correff, or where to com- 
mendy the feveral ientiment^ of 
thefe little performances) but it 
-would ^o form their fiyte ; and 
the infinke variety of the (bbje(^ 

yoa 
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you would properly chufe on thi^ 
Qccafion, would be an everlafting 
fund of rational amufement. I 
ibould ncrer have done^ if I en- 
deavoured to fliew the various 
pleafures to yourfelves, and the 
many advantages (I prefume) 
which muft neceflarily flow from 
this little plan ; it would greatly 
contribute to attain a certain 
fiungtb and folidity^ which in a/<?«. 
male mind is often wanting; by 
this too they would acquire aa 
habit of writing and thinking 
pifily. It is the cuilom of the 
other fcx (I never knew ijt^hy) ta 
look uppn us in the light of fome- 
what iclow. a veajbnabli creature ;: 

I have 
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X have often obferved, that the 
converfation of men in general, 
to Qur fex, is fo trifiing^ as if they 
thought, that to render their dif- 
courfe unierfiooiy it fhould want 
every foltd property with which 
fenfe and underftanding would 
inveft it. How common, and 
how lamentable is it to hear a 
man, who is going to explain to 
one of our fex fome fubjeft that 
is barely out of the common toady 
begin with, '' I don't know how 
*' I ihall be able to make you 
*' comprehend this : — as you are 
" a woman, it will be difficult to* 
" give you an idea of it!'' 

I am 



ft 

it 
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I am inclined to hope^ that if 
my above plan was adopted, 
our ignorance would not be fo 
univerfally believed^ Methinks. 
I hear fome mothers fay here, 
** What arc our girls to b« 

mere pedants then ! z fmak 

pedant is furely of all charac- 
" teri^^ moft ridiculous and dif- 
" gufting." But it is much 
lefs common, I believe, than 
that of a trifling or an ignorant 
woman. I cannot help lament- 
ing (and a. melancholy* faft it is) 
that numbers of our own fex do 
great harm to the caufe of the 
learning of women,, and mate- 
rially fo to that of yoimg girls 

Vox- II. G in 
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in partiouhiT, by thefe continual 
ridkuimg fort cf farcafms : 
*^ Wdl ! defewd ftie from a 
^ katmi la% 1 Surely of all 

^ things in the ivot^ld a ^i?^/j& 

"^^ womafn i^ the moft ridiculous ! 
'*' A .^ilbjbpher in petticoats is 
^ mighty pretty charaft'cfr 
truly! If I had a daughter 
a foetefsy I ^ould ht mife- 
*^ rable ! I never knew a wo- 
*^ man good for aiiy Shing whb 
^* was fond of firMMg^ ^tA 
*^ of the mufes ! There are «a 
*^ hundred ^etty accomiiKfh- 
ments for yooflg kdies -be- 
fides poring over a hifkJ^ 
Every xar^-plajrxBg woomn tkdks 

.*■■ ,; ..' . in 
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in this manner ; whilfl: an atten- 
tive little girl liftens, and oon- 
fequchtly imbibes an idea of 
fomcthing very ridiculous of 
what Ihe hears fo iudicroufly 

• 

called a learned lady. It was 
poflibly a friend of her mama-s 
who uttered this wife harangue, 
confequently it finks the deeper 
in her fufceptible mind; and, 
left Ihe fhould be what the 
above foolifli woman calls a 
foetefSy or a learned lady^ fhc 
infenfibly contra<9:s a difguft for 
either reading or writing. 

A trifling niiind is of all things 
to be avoided. The mind that 
h only employed about Uttie ^ 

G a things, 
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things, will foon be rendered' 
unfit for any feriqus exertions j, 
an habitual vacancy will totally 
deftroy it. The ojlmtation of 
learning i? indeed highly difgujlr- 
ing — as much fo in the men as 
in us. It has been obferved, that 
remarkable parts for learning 
more frequently attraft admiror^ 
tion than procure ejleenh The 
great matter is> to let knowledgf 
be rendered as- agreeable as it is 
ufeful. If my little friends fhould,; 
under your guiding hand, be- 
come as accomplifhed as I wifh 
them, I know, however knowing 
they may be, you will carefully 
guard them againft fpeaking 

technically t 



itcbnicdlly : the moS: J!mple mode 
of expreflioii is always the cfffeft 
of the clearefi dffctmment^ and 
of the deepefl: knowledge. 

I have often thought, that 
much might be done with chil- 
dren in the article of teachings 
•if our inftruftions were offered 
to them as a favour or reward^- 
inftead of prejffing it upon them 
as a tajk and neceffary hardfliip. 
This*, I know, is exaftly op- 

pofite 

• The aatli6r particularly begs it may 
liere be remembered, ifhat the above 
'hints relative lo fthools are meant wM/j 
'to thofe o/girh. She has not the ab- 
4«rdi(y or prefumption to dare to mak? 

G 3 the 
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pofite to the praftice, I believe, 
of every fchool in England : as 
their offences are commonlv pu- 
nifhed by doubling the tafks of 
the fchokrsi but I humbly cen- 
ccrve the confcious Jhame^ or 
the mulation, which might arife 
from the above method, of ma^ 
king their exercifcs a matter of 
reward and afprobaiioUi might he 
attended with very happy con- 
fequences. 

the lead obfervation on the methods 
ufed in our public fchools for hoys ; 
which it is well known^ at this period^ 
are not only undeir the immediate di- 
ic£lion of the bef^ and mpft learned of 
makers, but are alfo under the beft 
and wiieil jregulatipna. 

Many 
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IVJany people ^if^ppw^ye erf* 
taking children (I meaq of Syq 
fur fix years old) iq chwchi ft! 
^nj place of divii^e worihip : | 
have heard p^r^nts on this he^ 
fay, " My child h^ be tie* h^ 
" af play, xhz^ coafincd tp fit 
*^ two hours in a^ pev at church |. 
*' for how is it ppflibl^ fuch 4 
'^ ri*^ can have any if^e^ of 
" God or religion ?" ^ut tl^^y 
:|ire greatly mi{lak,en in tl^is p^f-» 
ticwl^n UndouU^e^^ly it WQ^W 
b^ irppo0ible tp giyje a ^hilt4 
Qf five years qi^ i4ea of c^Q 
more abftrufe nayftcfle* qf qu» 
religion, as Revelation, the Tn^ 
nity^ the SOiCraments, &c. > but i 

G 4 w/7/ 
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will maintain nothing can be 
more eafy (nor nothing more 
important) than to give a child 
of that age a clear conception 
of a Godj of an over-ruling 
J)Ower, which made him and all 
the world ; and this may be done 
by the plain proofs with which 
he is furrounded : this is the 
very firfl: knowledge with ^hich 
their tender minds fhould be 
imprefled. An intelligent child 
of five years would e^fily com- 
prehend that there is a Ber- 
ing from whom we have our 
breath— the comforts of light 
Jind heat— the fruits of the earthj 
with other the plaineft proofs of 

a Crea^ 
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hiVreaior ; that all things are if 
Him, and through Him, as the 
difpqfing and preferving caufe^ 
and $0 Him, as the final end. 
A child has more early under- 
jftanding than we imagine, and 
it has ever been to me a matter 
of aftonifhment, that they arc 
in general kept fo long in igno- 
rance of the only thing needful^ 
from a ridiculous belidf that 
they arc not capable of fucbknovH 
ledge. 

What fhall we fay of tlie opi- 
nion of Mr. Rouileau on this 
head, whofe pupil, at the ag€ 
cf fifteen, was not to be told 
PKrhethcr he bad a foul or not^ 

nor 
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t\or te be giv;qB the Icaft idea of 
a Giod or retigioBrfQi" tbi^ firat^gt' 
reaibn-, Becavfc how flioialij wfr 
believe what we cannot c^piprti^ 
imd? What; arguing is this I I. 
would afk this philofopher, if" 
we are able to ecmprehend^ or to* 
account for the union of the fou^. 
with the body; and yet was evof* 
any one fa abfurd as not to be»- 
Ikve it ? Cain we cemp^bmd th^- 
aft oni&iag faculties of the brM^- 
creation ? and did ever any .one- 
difbeUeve- thofc Amazing powers- 
they exhibit ? What ftuff is it 
then to cai^p at what we earinott 
comprehend f though we have the 
evidence of our finfes^ to affuf c- 

us 
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US ihefe things an fo. The au- 
thority of Divine revelation, con- 
firmed by infinite miraculous 
inftances of a fupernatural power> 
is a very fufficient foundation 
for the belief of all the myfterica 
of religion. 

After they arc fully impreffed 
with an idea of a God^ they may 
be by degrees, as their rcafon 
ftrengthens, led to know, that 
they are a Being compofcd qf a 
material body, and immaterial 
foul : that their foul is the fpiri- 
tual and rational part of them, 
the properties of which are as 
contrary to thofc of the body, 
as life is contrary to death : 

that 
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that their body is wonderfully 
•Compofed of tubes and glands, 
fuited to each other in fo extra- 
ordinary a manner> as to make 
it an engine for the foul X6 work 
with. They rnay be told, that 
their bodies being made of fuch 
materials, muft be mortalj and 
fubjedt to corruption J but that 
the foul is a particle 'of the 
Divine Eflence, that is never to 
tafte df death, but to live for 
ever. They may then be led to 
contemplate the amazing won- 
ders of the material world ; I 
mean, that fyftem of bodies, into 
which the great Author of Na- 
ture has fo curioufty wrought 

the 
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rhc mafs of dead matter ;, anoT 
©f that Divine power and good»- 
nefs, which is no lels confpicuit 
ous in the amazing divcrjityy thaa. 
in the multitude of living crea.- 
tures.. Let them be informed, 
that tiirough the overflowing 
goodnefs of God, he has brought 
into being every degree of life^ 
every capacity of exiftence ; that 
there is fcarce the fmalleft atona 
of matter that does not /warm 
with life. On this fubjeft they 
ihould carefully perufe an adml- 
cable Spectator (N^ 519.) of 
Mr. Addifon's, in which he 
beautifully remarks, " There is 
*f not a fing^c humour in the 

fc body 



C 94 ] 

** body of a man, or in any 
^* otJier antmal, in which our 
'•' glaffes do not difcov^r niy- 
*^ riads of living creatures; and 
*' the furface of" every aninval 
" that confies within our per- 
*' ception, is covered with o- 
*' thcr aninnak, which are ift 
^' the fanie manner the biafis of 
** other ammaJs, that live upon 
*' it." Let them view the con- 
ftruftion of their own bodies : and 
be told, that the animal motionf, 
neceffary to life, is indepcndant 
xrf the will } that therr heart 
continues to beat without their 
direftion; and that the blood 
•(according to Dr. Harvey ) p^fles 
- ' 5 through. 
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tlirough this heart at leaft eight 
times every hour : that all our 
fibres, nerves, and arterres, per- 
form their refpeftivc funftions 
without our help or advice. 
By- thefe informations, they 
would be taught to know the 
aftonilhing power of their Crea^ 
for and Preferveri a truth we 
meet with in every objeft, in 
every thought and occurrence. 
—When fully convinced of the 
Jreing of a God, the young at- 
tentive mind will be naturally 
filled with reverence of His ma- 
jefty, fearoi His judgments, and 
hve df His mercy : it muft im- 
print ^n th«tr fbuk>a perpetual 

awe 
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awe of fo great and powerful* » 
Being. They may be told, that* 
fchis wonderful and gracious God^ 
is placed beyond any increafeof 
glory,, powerj. or felicity; and 
all. that he denriands from us,.his 
intelligent creatures, is to love 
him, to fear him, to worlhip hin?,. 
and to put our whole truft and 
confidence in. him alone y and* 
for thefe returns, w^ are pra- 
mifed immortal life, and fuUnels 
of joy in the prcfence of the Di* 
vine Original. 

You will imprefs their tender 
minds with a belief, that prayer 
is the noblef): exercife of the fouly. 
and the higheft imitation of the 

angels 
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angds in heaven. In the article 
ei prayer i I include thankfgiving^ 
Never fufFer them to pray in ^ 
hurry ; there is a great difference 
between a6lually/^tiy»^,*and hur- 
rying over and repeating a few 
words by rote. As they fllould 
have the moft exalted ideas of 
God and his attributes, their de-^ 
votions fliould begin with the moft 
Iblemn epithets of adoration 5 fuch 
as/* ThouGood Supreme— Great 
** Lord of light and life— Thou' 
** Infinite Unknov/ii/'— or the 
like; in order, if poffible, to fix 
their wandering minds to the 
great objeft they are addret- 
fing. 
Vol. II. H' Among: 
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Among the many excellent 
maxima with Which niy amiable 
friends will ftfengthen their un- 
derftandlBgs, and embellilh their 
faculties^ you will, I doubt noft, 
very early inftil the inrtportanc 
value o( timt. Many iperfons 
xnay fmile at the feare, mentiok 
of being careful of what b almoft 
univerfally looked upon as the 
greateft trifle in life; if not fuch 
a burthen, that we are to 'fly to 
tihe moft ridiculous amufcmeiitS 
imaginable to defl^ the prefenf 
moment, in what we call ^^ killing 
^^ time:' ;Pitiable ignorance ! how 
lamentable is it to hear contmud 
complaints of the mijery of chii 



^STttfft |yreck)us bkfling 1 lio# 
X)ften ^o ^f^ h«ar this m^lanAoly 
exclamation, "** What fllall W€ do 
^' to get rid ^this afternoon 1* 
'^ — or, ** let us do fo or To, on7y 
^' juft to */// timer Alas ! it is 
the greateft bfcfling we can enjoy 
"bn earth, both for ourfclves and 
others; and I am perfuaded, 
thofe who have acquired the m't 
^f managing this moft precious 
treafure properlyy have attained 
one of the higheft efforts of wif- 
dom. Of all the outward blef* 
lings which God affbrds us, it 
Should feem to us that he regards 
^nr time as infinitely the moft 
precious and ineftimable. As a 
^ H fl very 
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•Tery excellent * divine reniarKv 
" Wc have all bleffings in the 
" utmoft profufioB and variety; 
^' but in the diftribution of our 
•* time. Providence is more fpa-^ 
" ring or frugal of its favours t 
•* it isnot in rivers, but drop by 
*' drop. He never gives one 
•^ moment, but he takes another 
" from us. And yet, good God I 
" what wafte do we make of 
^ thefe precious drops^ of which 
** thou art fo fparing !" Our 
children, from the age of fix to- 
ten (the moft important period 
of their lives,, as then the mind 
15 ftampt jf(?£;i or iad). zrc fufferedr 
•^ Dr, Scfltt.. 



nx) coTifume it in the moft idle 
trifling habits of unimproveabk 
amufemencs. The importance oi 
this fleeting tpeafbre can never 
be fufficiently inculcated : thefc 
little candidates for eternal hap- 
pinefs fhould be told, ^ if they 
" -are not carefiil of their timCy 
'*^ ihow fhould they be fo of their 
'*' adions ? and if they are not 
'" careful of their aftions, it is 
" impofliblethat they can fecurc 
'** .any future happinefs.'* Let 
them therefore 

— " Hold the fleet angel faft."— 

And 

** l/lark the feijjing hoar for 'wt/dom.** 

Dr. Young. 
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It has been obferved, ancTverjr 
juftly, by a judicious author^ 
that the two moft important ar- 
ticles to manage in this life are>. 
9ur tim&y and our money t. certain, 
it is> that thofe who arc early 
taught the important ufe of thefe- 
bleffings, and the folly offquan^ 
Bering either> would fecure in- 
valuable comforts j the dear-^ 
-kffughf experience of every perfon- 
in the decline of lifcy. will fufE- 
ciently warrant the truth, of the^ 
above affertion* ; 

As much of our tecnporal hap- 
pinefs confifts in a certain even^- 
»(/> of temper^ this dearable dif-r 
paiitioa may, in a great meafure> 

. . be 
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ie taught our little ones, I mean, 
a certain calmnefs and acquief- 
cence, which is called content. 
Nothing isfo direftly contrary ta 
this virtue as envy ; which dread- 
fol vice (it is a nmoft melancholy 
thing to fay) we may difcover in 
ehil^ren, even in a very early 
age: the greatcft care muft be 
taken to eradicate this growing 
«vil, and to be continually in- 
forming the young mind of the 
various calamities and misfor- 
tunes to which human nature is 
fubjefb, t^iat they may be pre- 
pared againft the natural diflrefles 
q£ this life— that pain, that cala- 
mity^ is the common lot of mor- 

H 4 tals^ 
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tais. By converfations of tHi« 
kind, they would be kd to be- 
lieve, that we are not to expedt 
happinefs here, but hereafter ^ as the 
reward of our virtue. Alas ! in 
the dawn of life, how eagerjy ate 
we led to believe, that pleafure 
in this life is the only motive oi 
our creation ! we fnatch the r^- 
fes without confidering tht thorns,. 
A very little experience will tell 
us, that pleafure in this life will 
by no means anfwer the end of 
our being. Many parents in- 
ftrudl their children to bear calar 
roity, from being told, " their 
" neighbours, or friends, fuffer 
^V«?^r^ than themfelvesi and that 

they 



xt 
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** they are not half fo unhappy 
'" as fuch or fuch an one." Strange 
comfort this, to derive fatisfac- 
tionAom the miferies of our fel- 
low-creatures ! This is certainly 
a very narrow-minded (though 
the moft common) method of ex- 
trafting relief from the fufFerings 
of our friends ! — Rather, one 
would inaagine, it would aflEord 
to the benevolent mind a double 
portion of forrow, on refledting 
the .calamity was general. 

But adieu for the prefent« 
Believe jne fmccrely 

Yours* 
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. LETTER XIIL 

irifOUGHTS ON THE NEGATIVE 
EDUCATION OF CHILDREN y 
AND ON THEIR TURN FOR 
IMITATION : — ON THE INUTI- 
LITY OF THEIR READING FAi- 
BLES. 

/CONFIDING ia thfi mdufo 
r ' gcoce of my amiable friends,, 
1 venture to fend a few more 
hints relative to the delightful 
fubjeft of your little ones. How 
far Rouffeau's fchcmc is righty. 

that 



< << 
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iRat a child, till it arrives at tfte 
age of ten or twelve years, fhould 
be taught mtbingy I will not pre- 
tend to determine : his words are^ 
*^ The firft part of education fhould 
^^ be purely negative^ and ihould 
^ only conTifl: in guarding the 
^ heart from vi€ey and the mind 
** from error : if you could bring 
^ up a child to the age of twelver 
^ years, without his even know- 
^ ing his right hand from bisleft^ 
^ healthy and Fot)ufl:, the eyes 
^ of his underftanding woujd be 
^^ open to reafo% at your firft lef- 
^ ion, void both of habit and pre- 
^ judice ;. hia paflioos would sot 
^ operate agaiflftyour beft endear' 

**vours^ 



*.n 
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'^ "vours i and, by attempting tt^- 
*' //'/^g', you would gain a pro- 
^* digy in education. Parents 
'"^ and preceptors imagine, they 
•^can never havje too many 
•** checks, corrections, inftruc- 
" tions, promrfes, reprimands, 
*^ or fine arguments i hut never 
^ argue with a child, particularly 
** in ftriving to reconcile him to 
^^ what he diilikes; for, to ufe 
*' him to reafon only on difa- 
^ greeable fubjefts, is the way to 
^ difguft him, and bring argu- 
^^ ment early into difcredit with 
a mind, incapable ofundcr- 
ftanding it. Exercife their 
^ corporeal organs as much as 

*^yoii 
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**^ you plcafe, but keep their in^- 
'* telledual ones inaHive as long 
** as poflible," &c.. But, under- 
favour to the above philofopher 
and ingenious writer, one would 
be glad to know how a child 
(as things in this world are con- 
ftituted) unlefs it were tranflated 
to- a defert ifland in. the Pacific 
Ocean, or conveyed by fome in-.^ 
vifible power to a mountain in^ 
the moon,, could arrive to the 
age of ten or twelve years in a 
ftate of total ignorance? If the 
parent or preceptor leaves the 
tafk of inftruftion. till the facul^ 
ties are ripenedy there is no doubt 
to. be made but. the inquifitive^ 

difpo^ 
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^fi^ofitioh of the child W6ul3 
^drpetuaily lead it to aflc quef- 
tions, and to gain information 
from every illiterate fervant in 
tfce family. Dreadful is the very 
i6t2Loi fudhhtowledge! However 
JiHe in fpecufarion Mr. Rouffeau's 
fchetnc 6( negative education may 
hty it is certainly not praiH- 
4:dble. 

Urtdowbttdly^ great care fhotM 
ht taken in not xiverhading theil- 
J!ninds : ^ The delicate texture of 
^ their brain reflefts, IJkeamir- 
^ ror, .every objeft prefented to 
•^ them, but nothing penetrates 
^ the fubftance, or remains be- 
* hiad,^ fays the above author* 
"'"^ - Ifcar> 
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ITear, indefed, a child leldom »»- 
Zt:rftands whit it repeats. Cer- 
tamly, before a child arrives at 
years of underftanding, it enter- 
tains not the ideasy but fimply 
the linages of things. A Jingle 
image may fubtift in the mind that 
is fcnf?b*le 6f it j but every idea 
fleceiTarily fuppoies the concomi- 
tance of others. To form ideas, it 
is necieffary we fliould be able to 
^oiiipiire them ; which it is utterly 
impof&ble a child fhould do* 

Much has been faid, by feveral 
•authors, of the impropriety of 
<:hildren*s reading /:?^/<?j: though 
it is a method fo generally a- 
dojitid, yet, after all, can we be (6 
a blind 



E 112 T 

Blind as to look upon fables as^ 
moral leSlures for children, with- 
out reflefting, that in amujing, 
them they arc deceived? The 
moral is commonly fo complicated 
and intricate, that it is totally 
difproportionate to their capa-^ 
cities. A fable may inftrudt a 
grown perfon ; but the plain 
naked truth Ihould ever be pre- 
fented to children. I have heard- 
of a little boy of five years old 
much concerned, whofe head had 
been fo filled with his Efop's 
Fablesy that he was frequently 
heard to afk, if foxes, lions, and 
birds talked indeed? His quef- 
tibn certainly was pertinent 5 but 

. how 
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how difficiblt, how almofl: next 
to impoflible is it to explain to 
fuch'a child the intricacies oi fic- 
tion^ or the leflbns o^ inhumanity y 
o^ fatirCy or injujlice^ with which 
the ftory is interwoven ! What 
z jumble muft this occafion in the 
mind of a child J A child eagerly 
alks, " Is this true?" — On fuch 
an occafion, one can only put on 
a look of great wifdom and gra- 
vity, and cry, " You, child, arc 
^* too young to miderftand this ; 
go to play, and don't trouble 
ycur head about it." Or, a 
child is too often anfwered by 
many mothers, ^' Don't afk fuch 
•^^ fovlijb queftions." The poor 
" Vol. II. I > little 






equally abafjicd and difappoint- 
cd. Sometiraes thjpy ar ^, hpwevcr^ 
informed, that the whole of a/^ 
He is no niore than a joke i hut 
very dangerous is this: as the 
child then naturally looks (as it 
cannot feparaie ideas), on phe juC- 
tice, the compafliqn, &:c. he has- 
been juft reading about, ia na 
higher a light, he rejeSfs it 4?//> 
and looks on the whole as a 
matter of kughter. Np doubt 
but the fineft moralities may be 
conveyed \n fables^ to a mind that 
is cap^tble of (omft^ring ideckS^ 
which it is, ipfipoffible a child cao 
A>|~andhow ihould he under* 
5 fiand 



fland fatire? it is abfurd to fup* 
p6fe it. 

Perhaps very plain fliort fto- 
Fies in common life, of fuch 
objects as naturally occur to 
children every day (not of prat- 
ing foxes and talking lions) might 
he of more real utility, in giving 
their young minds a clearer no- 
tion of things as they really do 
exift, than fuch a jumble of truth 
and fiflion. — But it may be deem- 
ed very impertinent \n me, to at^ 
tempt in the leaft cenfuring this 
method, which has been followed 
for ages^ 

To make a chlidifond of read- 
ing, is, I confefs, no cafy taflc: 

I a various 
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various have been the devices 
put in praftice for this end; 
the great Mr. Locke propofes 
the letters to be carved on died 
But, with all due deference to 
that excellent author (for whom 
I have the higheft veneration) 
might it not be a more falutary 
method, to excite in them a de- 
fire to learn ? For inftance, I 
once knew a little girl who de- 
tefted her book ; it was a matter 
to her of the utmoft vexation ; 
what was to be done, to engage 
her attention in this matter ? I 
wrote two or three little billets, 
of invitation, as fuppofcd from 
Mifs ~, her favourite play- 
fellow. 
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fellow, requefting her company 
to fee a beautiful goldfinch, or 
her laft new doll, &c. The child, 
on barely hearing enough to 
raife her curiofity, was in the ut- 
moft diftrefs to know all the 
particulars of fo kind an invita- 
tion. She ran to me, to read 
the billet. I gravely told her I 
was bufy, and could not read it ; 
Befides (added I) you refufed 
to read yourfelfy this morning, 
" therefore I am furprifcd you 
fliould ajk another to do, what 
you will not undertake your- 
fclf" Her countenance fell; 
her diftrefs began to be great: 
How Ihould Ihe do to hear more 

I 3 of 









of this beautiful bird ? She ran 
to erery fervant in the h^u^ 
(who bad all had their cue) : thef 
were all too much engaged ii% 
bufinefs to grant her requefl ; not 
a fingle creature could Ihe find 
to relieve her in this exigency i 
•^-only one way offered ; fhe re- 
paired to her clofet^ and foon 
began in good earneft to baninier 
out, by dint of intenfe applica^ 
tion, what was neceiTary for her 
purpofe. She, from that time^- 
began ferioufly to confider the 
immediate ufe of readings and* 
not only applied herfelf to her 
book, but was remarkaWy fond 
of it. A love of writing nwy 
- ^ ^ery 
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y€fy eafily, too, be excited rn thi$ 

manner; and every fervant the 
child applies to, to read a written 
letter, may lament to them the 
great misfortune of their not 
having perfefted themfelves in 
that moft ufeful arc. It is afto- 
ftifhing what children will do, 
when the employment (be what 
it M^ill) is gilded by the name of 
:pleafur€. In their fports ^nd di*^ 
verfions, whilft they think thej^ 
arc only at ptay^ what is it thejr 
Vrill not fuffer o? pain, and even 
injuries^ without complaint or 
tear? BloVrs, bfuifes, ftripes of 
«very kind-, are not only permitted 
by thtfii little heroes and hc-^ 

I 4 roine$> 
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rpinesj, but even defired. I am 
convinced, from what I have feen^ 
on this head, that there is hardly 
any thing in this world which we 
might not, with a little addrefs, 
excile children to do, under the 
idea of play : their native chear- 
fulnefs, their turn for imitation, 
and their vivacity, might always 
give us a fure hold of them, if 
it was properly applied ; and yet, 
I know not how it is, but we 
certainly never avail ourfelves of 
thefe advantages. What might 
we not expeft from the noble fpi- 
rit of a boy, who, though tied to 
a poft (in his fports) and whipped 
for an borfe by the hour, yet, fa 

far 
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far from flincbingy is in an cxtacy 
of joy ? The ftrength of their ima- 
gination, in their hours of play, 
is aftonifhing ! And why might 
not inJiruSlion be conveyed in 
their amufements? But fo it is, 
and ever will, I fear, remain, 
that their tafks of learning are 
ftill enforced with the ftern voice 
and the forbidding afpeft of the 
injiruffor. Do we not indeed 
drefs virSue too much in feverity 
and gloom ? I have often feen a' 
little meek girl tremble at the very 
fight of her fchool-miftrefs, who, 
by the feverity of her/r^w»j alone, 
has infpired terror into the little 
breaft of every beholder. 

[ Plato, 
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3- E T T E R XIV, 

•ON THE ACQtrniEMEKTS OF GIAtI 

- IN THE K.n6WL£dg£ of MUSiC, 

NEEDLEWORK, DRAWING, DAN-* 

'^ING, &C.-^THOinaHTS ON TH4 

aiDUCATlON OF THE KEART^ 

IN PREFERrENCt TO THE SHEWY 

. AGCOMPLfSHMENt&A 

• « 

^TI1»L, my dear friends, the 
fubjeft of our little girls muft 
^elaitn th6 preference with mo 
of any other. This momeht^ me^ 
^r^8^ I frt xh9 littk Mitriannd 

i)efoFe 
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before me. 1 muft lay down 

my pen, whilft I indulge the tear 
of fond remembrance, when I 
recolleft that happy period, when 
I hoped to have added to your 
tender cares, my own, for that 
lovely child. Will you indulge 
me, diftant, abfent as I am, to 
fend you a few hints relative not 
only to her future happinefs, but 
likcwife that of her infant fitters ? 
Little indeed remains to fay on 
this fubjeft, convinced, as I am, 
your intention is to form their 
minds to the utmoft perfeftion of 
truth and elegance. — ^Yes ! you 
will indulge me, I am convinced. 
My languid heart is animated 

with 
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with the delightful fubjeft ; tho', 
from .their prefent infantile ftate, 
I am ready to afk, in, the words 
of a favourite authorefs (Mrs. 
Rowe) addreffed to each fcve- 
rally, 

** Thou pretty, fmiling, guiltlefs thing, 
*' Of thee what can I fay or iing ?" 

But whilft they are enjoying their 
infant dreams, I will in idea ima-. 
gine you are in future telling 
them (when the hand which is 
now penning this is mouldering, 
in the duft) of my anxious foli- 
citude for their happinefs. You 
will, I truft, fometimes fpeak 
of my afFeftion, of my tender 
care for their welfare. 

When 
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• When they are able to ul^ their 
Beedle> I flatter myfdf you wilt 
not forget thofc fentiments I 
have heea recommending (?. c. 
of giving the young mind the 
earlieft ideas of aflifting the poor)- 
hm make the firft-fruits of their' 
little hands be appropriated for 
^at ufe ; in other words^ to Hend 
amufement with real Hiility. It 
might not be amifs, when they 
arrive at the age of fix years, to^ 
allot them a family of poor chil- 
dren, on whom they might be- 
ftow any little produce of their 
aeedle they may be cap^le of 
performing. I do not mean thaf 
1 would by any nieans have then* 

fie 
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£t long at their needle; fb far 
from it> it wiU not be even cje- 
firablc for young ladies of their 
rank in life to know more of 
needlework than what is juft ne* 
ceflary ; for the intention of your 
perfcfting them in the various 
branches of their needle^ will 
BOt be fo much on account of 
the real value of wh^t they may 
do with their hands^ as that 
th^y may in future life be able to 
judge of all kinds of work^ and 
female manufaf^ory ; and> as thejr 
cannot have too niany innocent 
amufements; this with thd Qtlb^r^ 
^9y be cyltivat^* 

As 
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As you are convinced a young 
mind can only derive its greateft 
improvements from reading the 
beft authors, I need not enforce 
the fubjeft 5 what thofe are, their 
father's judgment, and your own 
delicate tafte, will beft point out. 
I fhall only add on this fubjeft, 
that if the little girls early dif- 
cover thofe delicate feelings of 
the heart, which may enable 
them to enter into all the refine- 
ments of tendernefs, let them 
fhun, as the moft fatal poifon, 
«11 thofe books which foften thfe 
iieart and enervate the mind. 
1 fpeak not of thofe which . art 
Jlamped with the name of zRi- 
• 10 charifon 
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cBardfon ot a Fielding, with a few 
others ; they abound with the 
mod refined fentiment, and are 
an exaft image of hunian life. 
Thofe hillories which are ad- 
di'efTed to the heart,, and are alfo 
a fubjeft for refleftibn, may be of 
ufe; as they may poffibly have a. 
fairer chance of influencing the 
conduft than any other : " The 
**• account" (fays an ingenious au^ 
thor) " of a generous aftion, in 
** thefe little pictures of human. 
^ life, may warm the heart to 
** do one : the fympathetic ten- 
** derneft arifihg from a feigned^ 

** diftrefs,.may open the heart to 

• 

** an attention to real mifery.** 
Vol. IL. K. But 



But where we have ope hiftorv of 
this kind, of general utiU^, wc 
have twenty of a very different 
tendency. 

It may be cafy (though d^ng^r- 
ous) to warm the im^g^ination of 
a young girl, by ari oyer-ten^^r- 
nefs o;- refinement of fenti^neo^t 5 
but alas ! how fopn are tkefe fine 

• ... •. *.» •• ,T.,,,. 

fentinients of tendernefe o|t;eq 1^- 
crificcd at once, by marria^, ci- 
ther to vanity or 1 conveuieacc 1 

• * v ■ 

If the pefinement takes top. d^ep 
root, miferable muft be their fate- 
if they marry on compmon of iwr« 
denary views, unlefs thex ?^^ 
<unitcd to men of equaj^ rcfipem^ns 
with then^felves. 

1 am 
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, 1 lim almoft afraid tx^ indulge 
Iny pen in recommending to6 
much my favourite fcience mujlcl 
left I fbould be too p^tftial to th« 
fijtgeft t but I think, if the tittle 
girls difcover early a pyticulaif 
genius for this delightfol art (and, 
^si their dear mothers e^cei in it, 
they- confequently would not b^i 
Satisfied with their children play«* 
Hig indifferently) it would be beft 
firft to carefully obferve theiip 
tafte, their car, &c. before they* 
-enter upon an accotiiplifliment 
for which other things are ofteh- 
facrificed 5 and of which many 
girls are a convincing proof f 
who, without the leaft degree of 
> K 2 car. 
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€ztyOr ^ea of miafical fouada^ 
know not fo much as a minuet 
from, amapch, after drudging years 
at the harplicord — merely be- 
cauie it is tbc:faJhiffM? to. play, and 
becaufe mufic is what they call a 
•♦ prelij^ accomplilhment-" 

Mdny parents chufe their chil^ 
dren Ihould learn cv^. tbingy 
whether they difcovcr d^genius or 
»d?/ for fuch a medley of know- 
ledge I by which means, ia faft^ 
Aey accjLiire na one accompliih- 
ment in>any degree ofi perfe^icna. 
A young girl exprefling a fond^ 
nefs for fuchor fijch an art, is bjr 
BO means a proof that (he. has a< 
€a$acity for it*. 

la 
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" In the fciences of draiving; 
mufic, &€• a defire for than may 
fee excited by juft giving them a 
delightful fpecimcn in cither 
hearing or feeing of a perform- 
ance in thofe arts : a mother may 
then perceive its cfiefts — if a lit- 
tle girl difcovers no particular 
pleailire in thofe things, no mat- 
ter — depend on it her genius does 
not lie that way ; but if ftie fre- 
quently herfelf begins the liib- 
jed, and wiflies to be acquainted, 
with the above arts, much may 
be done to excite an emulation to 
excel, hy a mother ncf appearing 
^cver-fond to promote them. On 
fuch an occaiion ihe may fay, 

K J ^ I fear. 
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^^ 1 fear, child, you will rrever 
^* have the attention that is re-' 
quifitej you will not confine- 
yourfeif to fuch clofe applica'-* 
tion : — no, no — we will talk na 
*^ niore of this charming accom- 
pliIhnFi€nt. — ^To what ufe is* 
your Icarmng it, as you arc 
" too giddy to have applica- 
*^ tion ?'* — But the anxious defirc 
of the little petitioner will be- 
often repealed, if fhe has a real 
genius ; and you. will aft accord- 
ingly. We npiay depend on it^ 
our indalinee tO!vi2Lrds any tbingy' 
is owing to the weaknefs of: ou*'* 
defires for it v if the conttary is ' 
the cad[e> what is it a chdM (or- 
. > . . • indeed 
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indeed any of us) cannot accont^ 
pHifli ? So true is the old Englifli- 
adage, *' Where there is a willing. 
^ mind," Sec. The father of the 
famous little boy of eight years- 
©Id, who furprized aill London,, 
fome years ' iince, with his per- 
forniance on the violin, treated 
him in the abbVemanner,in order. 
to excUe his emiilatioh : the fa- 
ther went fo fit as to tell his boy,, 
if he learnt, he mull himl^lf get 
a few ftrihgs,. with otfier mate- 
rials, arid make' his own fiddle i 
the little fellow went accordingfy 
to work,. Believing it impoflible 
to pierfuade his father to grant 
his requcft. We may eafily con- 

K 4 ceiv^ 
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ceive the plaything he was capa- 
ble of making i but however, 
with great application, it was 
fuch that he hammered out his 
notes, and acquired many tones 
of harmony. It muft be ever 
remembered, that the beft way 
of leaching is for the fcholar to 
invent* It will be fuppofed, that 
fuch a genius and application 
had afterwards every pofliblc ad- 



vantage. 



I would not be here undcF- 
ftood, that 1 mean or wifli your 
little boys of five years of age 
Ihould be fidJers ; — not for the 
^world. — I mean no fuch things 
ibut only that the above well- 
known 
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known fa6t is a proof to what 
degree an excitement may 'be 
raifed in children by not immedi^ 
ately granting their rcqueft ; an<i 
in leaving themfelves to invera 
what they are fo anxious to per- 
form. A ftrong and extenfive ge- 
nius never, on Xuch an occafion, 
fails to exert itfclf. 

- From the common mode of 
female education, one might be 
led to imagine, that women were 
only intended to appear i», and to 
fleafe the public. 

To acquire the gracesof dancing 
of the ftage; — to invent a drefe 
:folely calculated for allurement^ 
be acquainted with the moft 

faihionable 
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l&feionable games of cards 5 — to^ 
ling an Italian fong ;— with a 
fe\v more Jbewy accbmplifhments, 
ftems to be the grand bufincfs of 
female education, in the prefent 
day. Alas \ this kind of know- 
ledge will but very iridiflfcrehtly 
qualify a woman to performi the* 
duties of life, howevei* it may help 
tb furnllh the amufefneitts of it.. 
The above qualifications may 
4dorn the leifure hourSy but ought: 
not to empby the lives of yoiing 
girls : a woman ought to have ~ 
fomethihg httet to value herfelf 
oii than thefe trifling advantages r' 
no doubt but to fing, to dance,/ 
16 play, may be captivatiftg' t bot * 

however 
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Bowever they are ftill but fiilk^^ 
dinate parts of a truly exccHciif 
charadler. We ar6 to educate ouf 
girls to make them good wiveij 
good mothers,, and good Chrif^ 
tiansj which can never be ac-^ 
^omplifhed whilft their very brairb 
is turned with Jbewy; accomplifh* 
ments cmly^ and. with diflip#^ 
tion. 

But you, my beloved friend^,. 
Will, I ani oonvinced, itiake th^ 
minds of your little girls the f6l# 
Qki]tGt of youf attentio^tt;. ypt^ 
will let the j^r^m be ctiHivated>- 
but not at the expenee of th^' 
virtues. 

Yott 
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.. Ton will permit me, I liopc;, 
^ith your ufual indulgence, M 
dwell a little on this particular 
ijibje^t of improving the mnd. 
As the great objeft in ^his import- 
ant matter, I would recommend 
'what may be called the education 
q( the h€arl. That little trou- 
tblefome feat of the paffions, and 
bad propenfities, is never fo 
much as thought of by the ge- 
nerality of mothers j nay, forry 
am I to fay, do not many mothers 
of the prefent day &t a higher 
value OA external accomplijhmenfs^ 
than on internal acquijitions ? are 
they Dot often more folicitous 
about the opinion ef others, in 

regard 
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Fcgard to their children, tKanr itt 
reality about the ferious advaii- 
tages or happinefs of the children* 
themfclves? I have often, witb 
equal furprize and concern,, con^ 
fidered this^ Certainly a mother^ 
endued with fblid' wifdom,. and> 
proper tendernefe for her girls>i 
would not over-much rejoice ac^ 
their excelling, in any JJbewy ac- 
complifhment ! A mother of verjij 
JiriS morals would receive,, per- 
haps, no vaji delight to be told^, 
that her daughters fing with the. 
exquifite tafte of a Seftini^ or* 
dance with all the alluring grace&f 
of the firft fine opera girl ! I fay,, 
a. thinking mother might rather.s 

tremblt: 
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^ifnbU than rejoice ac thefe datt^ 
gircus accomplifhmcnts ! She 
would conlider, that piety, and 
lAc other virtues, muft firft form 
rfie bqfis ; to which afterwards 
ihe may add the emhcUifliments 
^ the ornamental accomplifli- 
ments: .but ftiU (he muft not 
'dver-load the ftrufture, left flie 
ihould deftrc^ what (he intended 
to udof^Ho 

Lord Halifax, in his excellent 
treatife of Advice to a Daughter> 
<jaU« very fine dancing, " ex- 
^ celling in a fault:*' Whether 
the opinion of this wife man 
(wJio lived in the laji century) was 
rfgbf^ I will not pretend to dc- 
'■<■ termine; 
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termine ; bur certain it is, tliat 
in the prefent day, fo far from 
looking on this accomplilhment 
of dancing in the light of the 
above honourable author, it is 
univerfally made the moji im^ 
fort ant article in the whole prefent 
fyftem of female education, I 
-once faw a letter from la vain fa- 
shionable woman (who was the 
mother of three girls) which run 
thus :— " As to Caroline, my 
^ eldeft, I am happy to fay every 
<* moment of her day is employed 
- with her dancing or her fiing- 
^^ ing mafter: — fhe begins to dif- 
^^ cover a pretty tafie for drefs^ 
^ and knows how to manage 
2 ** her 
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•* her fine hair to the bcft ad*» 
** vantage,: with very little help 
•* of falfey or of a frizeur. t 
** flatter myfelf her perfon will 
•* be extremely beautiful — I ne- 
^^ ver law fuch a fkin — fuch 
** lovely red and white ! — ^You 
** would be delighted with her 
" induftry,. I affure you,, fhe has 
" ^^^f^V invented (which I tried 
** myfelf). a wa(h for the necky 
" greatly fupeiior to Warren's 
** milk of rofes, and alfo- an . ex- 
*' quifite pafte for the hands^ 
" She makes the very prettieft 
•* card furfes you ever faw. — As 
^ to the two youngeft, whom 
^ you enquire after,. I have not 

" fceiii 
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^ feen them a long time; but 
" I have changed xhtir hoardings 
" fchool'i for that ftupid womaa 
where they were, Mrs. Strift- 
land, taught them nothing in 
" this world but reading Englifh 
and plain-work : I have there- 
fore removed the poor things 
'' from (lich a fcene of duUnefs, 
" to Mrs. Delamot's famous 
*' French fchool ; and one great 
^* motive for fo doing was, that 
*^ there is the very beft dancings 
" mafter in England. I zxtiforry^ 
" however, to tell you, Char- 
" lotte continues ftill fat and 
^ fliort, and I greatly fear will 
Vol. II. L *' be 
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Ibe a very clumfy wom«in. As T:5 
Louifa, your god-daughter, 
I grieve -to fay, her feature 
grow like thofe of her father : 
*^ —her (km is lamenial?le ; ftitl 
^* as brown z% a Creolian. I am 
^^ quite unhappy too about her 
*' Jhape r Alas ! little reafon 
had this vain ridiculous mother 
to rejoice in the aecomplilh- 
iiients of her Caroline ; as the 
miferable girl (educated only to 
allure) at the age of eighteen be- 
came the prey of a vile liber- 
tine, with whom (being a married 
man) (he eloped to France, and 
died foon after, equally wretched 
and infamous* 

7 How 
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How different, from the a- 
^ove abfl raci of a motber^s letter, 
is the following one from the ex- 
cellent Lady Worthy ! who> 
though in the bloom of youth 
and beauty, is yet the mother 
of ieveral children. She adopts 
the education I have been re* 
commending, ibe education of the 
heart. The letter of this amia- 
ble lady, to her friend in town, is 
as follows : 

*^ I (hall remain, I believe, 
^^ the whole winter in the coun- 
" try, as I have here more lei- 
** fure and retirement to form 
"*' the hearU of my children, than 
^* I fear the hurry of the gay 

ii 2 ** mctrO' 
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*' metropolis would admit. I 
" am at this moment fitting in 
my nurfery, furrounded with 
four ©f them, whilft my 
youngcft little babe is in a 
Tweet fleep in my lap. In 
*' good truth, my Honoria, I 
^' find this mental cultivation of 
" my dear little ones, to be as 
" difficult as important. The 
human heart is flow in its ap- 
proaches to virtue i it muft 
be allured by kindnefs, and 
" fometimes gently admonifhed 
by reprobf. I am convinced 
this^-undertaking requires a 
vigilance and dexterity which 
yet muft be fcarcely percepti- 

'' ble. 
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^^ ble. You will a(k, perhaps, 
^^ how can I teach fenjibilityy or 
delicacy, or a love of benevo- 
lence ? Believe me, they are 
all a part of education; they 
are the language of the heart. 
Thewarm enthufiaftic difpofi- 
tion of my lively little Eanny, 
I will by no means fupprefe ;. 
'^ but however this warmth muft 
" be carefully direfted, as it will 
" make her one day more zea-^ 
laujly^ I hope, attached to the 
beauty of virtue^.than perhaps 
a more cold . or languid dif- 
pofition. Mary (your little 
favourite) is all gentlenefs— 
all tender compaflion — I ^Z- 
L 3 " ready 
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ready feel for what that fen- 
** fible heart of hers, in its future 
** trials, muft undergo : alas ! 
her extreme fenfibility muft 
be my conftant employment 
to diredt to proper objcfts ; at 
prefent the dear girl is nurfing 
a dying Red-breaft in her bo- 
*^ fom, which was found almoft 
*^ ftarvcd with hunger in an 
*' empty room in the houfe. 
" She has juft given me an in- 
*^ ftance of her hofpitalityy as well 
'^ as her compajjion, by faying, 
" ^^ Indeed, mamma, this poor 
*' bird has a double claim to 
" my cares : you f«e he ajked 
•' our protedlion — he trujied, his 

«' little 
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*^ little feet, his feeble wings,. 
*' under our roof; what cruelty 
** would it be then not to afford 
"him every affiftance! Sweet 
" Robin, you will reward nrie in 

m, 

" the fpring with your earlieft 
" fong !"• 

Charlotte, my eldeft (your 
god-daughter) is at prefent 
fitting at my elbow, teaching 
two poor girls of her own age 
" to write; fhe has eftabliftied 
"what Ihe calls a little aca- 
demy, in the nurfery, in which 
fhe herfelf prefides — you 
would be delighted to fee 
" her. — The materrtat tear gHf- 
" tens in my eye, when I tell 

L 4 " you. 
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you, flie has already, at the 
age of ten years, taught a do- 
zen girls to read and write. 
^* —Her heart is benevolent. No 
*^ longer than yefterday I afked 
*' her what fhe had done with a 
*^ little diamond-ring given by 
** her god-father, as I had not 
*^ lately feen it. — *^ Indeed^ 
" mamma (cried (he,blufhing) it 
*^ is not loft. I fcorn to tell an 
** untruth \ but I have beftowed 
** it to relieve the Ihocking mi- 
" feriesof a poor family down in 
*^ the village — indeed, mamma, 
*^ they had not bread to eat j — 
'* your laft bounty to them they 
^* were fo grateful for, they 

*^ would 
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would not trouble you again. 
I could not bear their chil- 
dren's cries for bread ! — As 
for a diamond-ring, I defpife 
it ! — indeed, I believe 1 fhould 
have given my beft laced 
cap, if I had had it on my 
head, to relieve the miferies of 
thefe poor folks." I was fur- 
prifed, and pleafed ; but gently 
remonftrated fhe fhould have 
acquainted me with fuch pe- 
culiar diftrefs : but ah ! my 
friend, what a heart does this 
child poflefs ! and, when ma^ 
tured by prudence and expert^ 
enccy what may I not hope from 
fo benevolent a difpofition ! 

" The 
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^^ The heart of my little 
** Charles, too, is a treafure ; he 
*^ is this moment weeping over 
*^ a beautiful butterfly, which 
'^ he has juft found mangled by 
*^ the mercilefs claws of a cat. 
'* ^* Indeed, mamma, I could have 
" killed her, if flie had not been 
*' your favourite domeftic j but 
" ftie looked upon me fo pitiably, 
" and was befides playing with 
" hir young ones, I could not' 
" find in my heart to do it !" 
" You will imagine a mother's 
*^ refined delight, to hear a boy, 
" not five years old, difeover 
" thefc pro penfi ties !— But I 
" Ihould never have done, was I 

'' to 
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" to tell you of my hourly plea- 
*' fure3 in forming the hearts of 
^^ my children/' 

Thefe, my friends, are the 
choice delights which you, in 
future, will abundantly expe- 
rience, when you have implante4 
the generous purpofe, and taught 
the yet infant bofpms of your 
little ones to melt at another's 
woe. Here, methinks, I fee fome 
gay, fajbionahle ^mother throw 
afide this fmall volurne with 
great difdain, exclaiming, " Nc- 
*^ ver did I read fuch execrable 
" ftufF! So girls are to be bu- 
" ried alive ! a^d be made mere 
" dowdies: if my daughter had 

" darei 
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*^ dared to fell her diamonds, I 
*' would have whipped her to 
" death ! Pretty doftrine in- 
" deed ! So fine eyes are only 
given to read the bible, and to 
make cloaths for the poor! 
*^ Ridiculous ! And why may 
" not the polite accompli fh- 
" ments be as much attended to, 
as our daughters, forfooth, 
teaching a fet of dirty, ragged, 
parilh children to re^d and 
** write ?" 

Before this fine lady proceeds 
with her opinion, I beg leave to 
fay, I had not the leaft intention 
to explode the pleaftng accom- 
plifhments s— ^let every well-edu- 
cated 
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cated girl learn to dance, to play, 
to Ting, &c. ; but let thefe things 
be only as amufements. I would 
calmly a(k a mother of this 
ftamp one plain queftion, which 
is this : Is her daughter to be 
educated for the feraglio at Con- 
ftantinople ? or, without going 
fo far as Turkey, does fhe intend 
her child to be the amufement 
only of the wanton hours of fome 
vile libertine ?- — or would fhe 
wi(h her to fliine in the refpec- 
table charadlers of a faithful 
wife, a tender mother, a pru- 
dent miftrefs, and, above all, a 
good Chriftian ? If fhe is to be 
-c'ducated for the former horrid 

purpofe. 
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purpofe, certainly every allure^ 
ment muft be -confulted 5 every 
art which can improve or adorn 
her perfon will then become ne- 
ceffary : paint, powder, patches, 
May-dews, falfe hair, cofmetics, 
beauty-wafhes of all kinds, not 
to mention fuppy-dog water, ' and 
chicken-lkin gloves, may then 
not only be ufed with propriety, 
but, for aught I know, may be 
^bfolutely neceffary. But if a 
slaughter is to be formed to ftiinc 
in the refpeftable charafters of a 
-good te?/yi?,'&c. her heart ^Tind not 
lier face only, mutt be the object 
of improvement ; ftie muft be 
taught 4bc virtues. I would ven- 
ture 
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'ture to aiffirtn (ignorant as I am 
^of the libertine world) that the 
moft abandoned profligate would 
45e very loth to marry a woman, 
of whofe virtues he had no opi- 
nion : whatever his own vices 
were, he would chufe his wife 
not to be abandoned to the 
fame vile courfes. It is pleafant 
to hear a libertine objeft to ft 
marriage oi fucb or fuch a lady^ 
becaufe her chara^er is fufpeSed': 
they are, we nrny obferve> won- 
derfully nice in this particulars 
It Ihould feem as if, like the 
fallen angels which Milton fo 
•emphatically defcribes, 

*♦' They y»# and pine tbtir ^//." 

Of 
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Of fuch amazing force is the 
beauty of virtue. — I am not here 
fpeaking of that particular vir- 
tue^ which is efteemed the dif- 
tinguifliing charafteriftic of our 
fex ; for I muft confefs, I know 
not one fingle virtue which is 
not equally as fit and becoming in 
the men as in us : but I am 
Ipeaking of virtue in the largeft 
extent of the word. 

A lively girl may, perhaps, 
here afk, " How it will be pof- 
'^ fible for her ever to get an 
" hufband, if fhc is to be fhut 
'' up moping with fome old 
" maiden aunt, or to be eternally 
** under the wing of her mo- 

'' ther r 
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*^ ther?*' In fhort, if fhe " is 
to Jhun rather than court the 
public notice ?" To this I 

add, for that very reafon pdrti-^ 

cularly fhe will be moll likely 

to fucceed. 

Milton's account of the mod 

amiable charafter (before the Fall) 

which can be imagined, is, thajt 

Ihe was 

*^ Not ohnjtoust jipt fthtruJi'Vi, but ' 

A worthy man of fcnfc will 
look for the woman .he would 
wifh to marry y not at a malqucr 
rade, or in the front-box, but 
in the bofom of retirement. 

Vol. II. M foothing 
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ipothii^ the f^iaful hoars of an 
j)gcd parent i a0uagkig the £>r^ 
TOWS of fome friend in calamity; 
or adminiftering comfort, in its 
%w;icf4s for^Sy to the needy ; as 
one in whom he may repc^. ^his 
iwry cares as one to whom he 
fj^j impart his every griefs furt 
of Ijer pity> ^nd convinced of her 
confidence : in fhort, as tQ the 
friend of his hearty as well as the 
tniftrefs of his affeHions. 

I will now clofe this long let- 
ter, after I hav^ affured my two 
amiable friends, I mean nat^ 
iv&cfi what I have laid, to exclude 
the ornamental accomplilfaments^ 
^r-H&r from it. iVfy heart yet 
3 l)eats 
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beats with the fond wifb^ that I 
may ftill live to fee and hear 
your dear little girls not only 
ferformy hut excel, in every po- 
lite art— as well as in the moft 
exalted pradlice of ^very virtue 
and religious duty. Iwouldwifh, 
in Ihort (to ufe an admired ex- 
preflion of the firft Lord Lyttet- 
ton's) that 

** Their mitufs be <uirtue, 
« ——By the Graces drcft." 

Adieu ! — may angels guide 
their infant fteps to happinefs and 
:^ood ! is the ardent prayer of 

Your moil affcftionate friend. 

F t N i 5. 
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